





government deal with this menace. In :
this regard, working in collaboration !
with the Kenya Revenue Authority, the
Anti Counterfeit Authority and other :
relevant agencies, we have embarked
on a systematic approach in dealing

with this challenge.

Cybercrimes are increasingly
affecting many Kenyans going by
the number of reported cases that
are received daily. What plans do
you have to tackle this menace?

The Directorate has a dedicated
Cybercrime  Unit comprising of
digital forensic experts and computer
scientists who work jointly in
investigating cyber-enabled crimes that

range from electronic fraud, identity
theft, cyber terrorism, cyber-bullying, :
cyber espionage, ransomwares and

many others. The experts enhance
investigations through identification,
collection and analysis of digital
evidence related to cybercrimes.
They do so using specialized tools
and techniques to recover data from
compulters, networks, mobile devices,
and other digital devices, and the
digital evidence is
ultimately presented
as evidence in a court
of law. Secondly, with
the increase of cases
related (o the use of
cryplo-currency in

money  laundering,
loss of crypto
investments, illicit

trade among others,
the DCI continuously
engages with relevant
government agencies
on enactment of
laws that focus on
emerging cybercrimes
that are not properly
anchored in law such
as cryplo currencies,
block  chain  and
virtual assets. In this
regard, we work hand

in hand with the
legislature in drafting
and implementation
of cybercrimes
laws  that  define
and criminalize

cybercrimes.

Currently the Computer Misuse and !
Cybercrime Act of 2018, among other
relevantlaws, is in place and it provides
the legal framework for investigating :
cybercriminals. !
Cybercrime beinga transnational crime

and prosecuting of

thatcutsacrossborders hasnecessitated
us (o establish collaboration with
international  partners  such  as
Interpol and other international
investigative counterparts through
sharing of information, coordinated
investigations and joint operations
geared at dismantling organized
cybercriminal gangs.

DCI also boasts of a well-established
robust  relationship  with  sector
organizations such as internet service

providers, telecommunications service i . . .

. . s © Well, T would say that police work is
providers, and social media & tech :
companies that assist us in gathering : .
companie ¢ SANCTING police constable all the way (o the
information related (o cybercrimes. :

Internally, the Directorate provides
specialized trainings to field officers
to help them understand cybercrimes
and investigate them effectively. The
trainings cover topics such as digital
forensics, cybercrime investigation
techniques, and cybercrime laws
among other related areas.

In conclusion, we have intensified
sensilization and public awareness on
cybercrimes through our robust social
media accounts by ensuring that the
public has been well sensitized on
emerging cybercrimes and preventive
measures that enlighten the public
on the rampant scamming schemes
that are perpetuated through social
engineering. The awareness is geared
towards cybersecurity issues such as
improved cyber hygiene, common
phishing scams, and online fraud.

What would you say has been
your most challenging moment in
your 33 years as a detective?

very challenging at every level. From

level of the Inspector General, officers
are exposed to different challenges
related to the assignments that they
handle at a given time. I have therefore
encountered challenges from the
first day I set foot at Kakamega Police
Station as the in-charge crime branch,
to date as the DCI. But perhaps the
most challenging moment in my career

The Director of Criminal Investigations Mr Mohamed Amin, fields questions posed by Inspector Mike Mugo, during the interview at the DCI
Headquarters’ lawns on May 4, 2023. PHOTO/JONAH KIMANI.
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The Director of Criminal Investigations Mr Mohamed Amin, details his vision for the Directorate during the
interview at the DCI headquarters lawns on May 4, 2023. PHOTO/JONAH KIMANI

as a detective was in 2007, when I was
the Provincial Criminal Investigations
Officer in-charge of Rift Valley at the
height of the post-election violence.

the skirmishes, as it was the epicentre
of the violence following the 2007
general elections, where 1,000 people
lost their lives and more than 6,000
were internally displaced across the
country.As the officer responsible for
investigations in the entire province, I
ook charge of the investigations that
followed and later appeared in the
International Criminal Court at the
Hague, as a witness.

This  was
assignment

the most challenging
that T have handled,

given the nature and magnitude of :
i officers to produce their certificates of

the cases that we investigated and
the attraction the violence received
across the world. But perhaps the
most challenging moment came when
during the violence; 1 encountered a
group of more than 400 young men
who had barricaded the FEldoret-
Nairobi highway at Cheptiret, just past
the junction leading to Moi University
Main Campus. 1 was driving from
Eldoret to Nakuru in a pick-up truck
when I found the road barricaded using
a (railer that had been parked across
the road. The truck was loaded with

logs. Several other vehicles had been
stopped and on driving closer, I realized
that there were 20 officers from the
then CID Flying Squad Unit, who had

¢ been held hostage and were almost
Rift Valley Province bore the brunt of

being Iynched by the angry crowd. The
officers who were armed had clearly
been subdued. The crowd thought
that the officers were members of the
Mungiki sect that had been blamed for
previous attacks reported in parts of
Naivasha and Nakuru.

I had never in my life seen such a huge
agitated crowd that was wailing (o
strike at the slightest provocation. This
prompted me to alight from the vehicle
and address the crowd from the top of
the pick-up truck. I pleaded with them
o spare the lives of the police officers,
and even went further to ask the

appointments in order to convince the
crowd that they meant no harm. At last,
reason prevailed and 1 was allowed
to drive off with the 20 officers, who
meant no harm to the locals. It was
particularly challenging at the height of

the violence for us in the security sector
¢ responsibility and we cannot win the

and I would never wish for the country
to go down that path again.l have also
led in the successful investigation of
high profile cases of public interest,
one that led to the removal of a Deputy
Chief Justice from office on account
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of misconduct, investigation into the
murder of a Catholic Bishop and cases
related to high level international

: fraud, all of which shall be published
i in subsequent editions. Handling these

and other high profile cases requires
high integrity, ethical and moral
standards.

As the head of the DCI, what
advice do you give to your
officers?

The first obligation of a police officer
is to always remember that we have
a patriotic duty to serve our country
and a responsibility (o assist members
of the public whenever in need.
While discharging our mandate, we
should be sensitive, inclusive and

- always uphold integrity at every step

in serving justice to members of the
public.  Police officers should also
display professionalism and perform
their duties excellently without fear
or favour, while respecting the rule of
law and guided by the constitution.
Lastly, every officer of the law, should
be guided by the principles of justice
and always employ the highest ethical
standards in his/her work, while
adhering to the values of accountability,
consistency, fairness and honesty. The
Directorate appreciates that Police
officers undertake difficult but very
important work. We encourage and
commend all officers doing their work

. professionally and assure them of

support.

Your parting shot to Kenyans

The Directorate of Criminal
Investigations has over the last few
years encouraged a mutually beneficial
relationship with all stakeholders and
the public for the safety and security
of all. This has been achieved through
ensuring that information shared is
acted upon expeditiously and suspects
are arrested for justice (o be served
to the victims of crime. We continue
o encourage cooperation from the
public since security is our collective

fight against crime alone.
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War On Tax Evaders

Joint DCI, KRA war on tax evaders gains

momentum

By Inspector Mike Mugo
and Constable Nelson Kipruto

he Directorate of  Criminal

Investigations has over the last

six months been engaged in an all

out war on tax evaders, following
a directive issued by Ilis Excellency
President William Ruto in November
last year. In the directive to the then
acting Inspector General Noor Gabow,
the President directed police to work
closely with Kenya Revenue Authority
(KRA) officials to conduct intelligence-led
operations targeting illegal and contraband
goods to deter tax evasion.

The Head of State made the directive as he
speltout measures to enhance the country’s
revenue collection even as he sounded
a warning (o tax cheats that it would not
be business as usual. The order followed
reports that revenue collection may have
plummeted in the months preceding
the announcement as unscrupulous
businesses had devised ways of evading
taxation, thereby denying the government
revenue (o fund crucial services. This
prompted a countrywide crackdown, as a
team of detectives from the Economic and
Commercial Crimes unit was deployed
in response (o the directive that mainly
targeted tax cheats in the liquor business.
On March 16, 2023, a makeshift distillery
located at a residential property in Keongo
village within Nyagacho in Kericho County
that distilled and packaged counterfeit
alcoholic products was raided and shut
down. The plant was found to be illegally
packaging fast moving cheap spirits sold in
local wines and spirits outlets.

The raid that was conducted by Nakuru-
based detectives augmented by KRA
officials saw counterfeit alcoholic brands
including Best vodka, Space vodka, Kane
Extra, Venice vodka among others seized.

An illegal alcohol manufacturing plant that was raided by the detectives in one of their

operations. PHOTO/DCI
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A consignment of alcoholic
drinks affixed with counterfeit
KRA stamps recovered by
detectives. PHOTO/DCI
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The counterfeit products were valued at
Sh22.7 Million while the total amount of
taxes lost was estimated at Sh12.2 Million.
Also recovered during the raid were rolls
of counterfeit KRA stamps, drums full of
ethanol, mixing buckets, assorted bottle
tops and counterfeited stickers of various
distillers. In a similar operation a week
earlier, a consignment of fake KRA stamps
that had been shipped into the country
was also recovered by Economic and
Commercial Crimes Unit detectives and
one suspect apprehended.The counterfeit
stamps believed to have been imported
into the country on March 7, 2023, were
retrieved from a warehouse in Eastleigh,
near Pumwani in Nairobi city. They

included 6 rolls each with 24,000 KRA

counterfeit stamps. One suspect, Alice
Agnes Nyathira Mburu, believed to be the

i owner, was placed in custody and later

arraigned in court.As the operation on
high level tax evasion schemes by traders
intensify, more alcoholic drinks bearing
counterfeit stamps have been recovered
and suspects placed behind bars. In a
warehouse located at Khims Business Park
along Athi-River in Machakos County, a
joint team of detectives and KRA officials

i on February 21, 2023 managed to impound

a consignment of alcoholic drinks affixed
with fake KRA stamps.Hundreds of
cartons containing thousands of bottles
of Blue Mountain Vodka destined for the
local market were recovered. 4,500 litres
of ethanol stored in drums, alcohol storage
tanks, empty bottles and stickers, among
other items related to the manufacturing of

¢ thealcoholic drink thatis popular amongst
i the youths were also recovered. During the

intelligence-driven operation, 16 suspects
were arrested at the premises found to be
operating illegally.

Nairobi County’s Kasarani constituency
has in recent times proven to be a
playing field for notorious tax evaders as

" i unaccustomed alcoholic drinks and fake

at the warehouse. The recovery came
days after the detectives had arrested
suspects engaged in the printing of fake
duty stamps including those of KRA and

¢ those of neighboring countries of Uganda
i and Tanzania.On April 14, a consignment

of alcoholic drinks bearing fake KRA
stamps were was recovered at Makongeni
estate, Thika Sub-County next (o BAT
factory, in a warehouse belonging to
Sunrise Limited. Two drums of ethanol,
40 cartons of Euro Brandy Gin, 90 cartons
of Sambuka vodka, 6 cartons of Starlight
Vodka, 160 cartons of Budget vodka and
49 cartons of Queens vodka all affixed
with KRA counterfeit stamps, were found
in the raid. Also impounded was an illegal
bottling machine, half a roll of counterfeit
KRA stamps and 36,000 pieces of the fake
stamps.

While the products were seized and a

¢ notice of offence issued, the bottling plant
i was also dismantled as efforts to arrest

the owner of the unlicensed business
intensified. The value of the goods seized
was estimated at Sh5.94M and total tax
lost was Sh2.38M. Two days earlier, the
undercover multi-agency team posing as
potential clients, seized a consignment

i KRA  stamps of cigarettes worth
have been (11 over Sh30 Million,
recovered believed (o have
in various been smuggled
operations. into the country.
After receiving The Kenya Association The merchandise

Drums containing counterfeit
ethanol used in the
manufacture of alcoholic
drinks. PHOTO/DCI

Cigarettes suspected to
have been smuggled into the

i multi-agency
i team bringing

i Vickens 30

actionable
intelligence, a

of Manufacturers (KAM)
estimates that 40%

comprising of over
20,000 packets of
popular Supermatch
and Palma Safari

together = cigarelte brands
officers from Of thelr market Share were  seized at
glécjnd k]'{i’i\l is lost annua"y due Eous‘e dl(rjl:;digl:;ll
unmarked to counterfeits, with road, necar Shra
warehouse - R Engineering in
within estimates of Sh30 billion inawa  west,

Kasarani’s

Industrial

Park area
on January
8, where

following a

detailed search, the officers managed to
recover an assortment of different types of
spirits, 250-litre drums of ethanol, assorted

bottle lids and assorted counterfeit KRA
stamps.

Also recovered were 3 empty tanks of
3,000 litres, one 5,000-litre tank full
of blended alcohol, and a 10,000-litre
tank containing 3,000 litres of blended
alcoholic drink. Assorted empty alcohol
bottles and a fully-fledged manufacturing

i and bottling plant were also discovered

per year. This cannot be
allowed to continue

DCI Director - Mohammed Amin

Nairobi County.

The team also
recovered assorted
counterfeit stamps
from the Kenya
Revenue Authority
and Uganda Revenue Authority as well as
empty cigarette cartons of different labels.
The total tax lost through the smuggled
cigarettes was estimated at Sh18 Million.

This is despite the devastating effects
that illicit trade in tobacco products has
imposed, including social and economic
costs, increased health expenditure as
a result of increased access to tobacco
products, and loss of government
revenue through tax evasion. Tobacco
consumption in Kenya contributes to



about 3 per cent of male deaths annually. :
While the Kenya government has in the
past taken several initiatives in terms of
legislation and establishing institutions
to fight not only illicit trade in tobacco
products but also tobacco consumption,
illicit trade in tobacco products as well
as consumption is still a mater of policy :
concern. Trade in counterfeit and
contraband goods is becoming a major
global challenge. A report on Economic
Impacts of Counterfeiting and Piracy
indicates that the total value of counterfeit
and pirated goods stood at USS 2.3 trillion

in 2017, which was greater than the gross |

domestic product of 178 countries in the
world. Beside tax losses (o governments,
counterfeits and piracy contributed (o an
estimated net employmentloss of between
4.2 million to 5.4 million legitimate
jobs in 2022 compared to between 2.6
million jobs lost in 2013. In March 2011,
the Kenya Association of Pharmaceutical
Industry estimated that counterfeit drugs
accounted for approximately Sh9 billion in
sales annually. This represents 20-25% of
the total legal commercial pharmaceutical
market. These findings prompted local
manufacturers, especially  those in
pharmaceutical and agricultural sectors, to
devise anti-counterfeiting measures such
as putting codes on their products and
asking users (o send short text messages
(SMS) to those codes (o identify the
genuineness of the products.

Our country remains vulnerable to
counterfeits mainly because of our long
porous border with Somalia, Uganda and :
Tanzania through Lake Victoria, which
reduces the ability to detect counterfeits
smugglers. The United Nations Security
Council report in 2013 indicated that
organized criminal networks in Somalia
with links to Al-Shabaab had taken
advantage of the porous border (o
smuggle people, commercial goods and,
in some instances, weapons to Kenya. The
government has however put in measures
to curb this vice through application of
technology including introduction of :
systems such as iTax and the Integrated :
Customs Management System, (o facilitate
return filing and custom clearance as well
as employing cargo scanners and trackers.

Ours is a complimentary role through :
ensuring that the measures introduced by |
government are adhered to strictly and
those found in default are arrested and
taken to court. With Kenya being a regional
hub for multinational corporations, it is
imperative (o ensure that tax avoidance is
dealtwith in order to reap the full economic
benefits by providing a favourable
environment for multinationals to thrive
and prosper.

Counterfeit
Excise Stamps

Investigations Into Source Of Counterfeit Excise Stamps

Unearths Shocking Details

n November 3, 2022 a

force comprising of
the Directorate of Criminal
Investigations (DCI) was established

of counterfeit excise stamps
and take appropriate
enforcement action on the
syndicate.

The team conducted
investigations  into
the  matter and
established that the
syndicate involved in
the supply and use of
counterfeit stamps in
the country involved

task i the consumers (Licensed manufacturers

Renya | of excisable products and counterfeiters)

Revenue Authority (KRA) and

Tobacco
consumption in
Kenya contributes

to about 3 per
cent of male
deaths annually

+ Counterfeit KRA Stamps
‘= seized by detectives.
PHOTO/DCI

In a shocking revelation, the investigations

established that the supply of counterfeit
i stamps is run by a well-established and
and directed to investigate the source

resourced criminal network that has
over the years established an
elaborate network within
the country and abroad
through  which they
procure the counterfeit
stamps and sell to
their customers.

suppliers/distributors,
the source (local and
international printers) and

Through extensive
information
collection and
analysis, the
taskforce identified
nine (9) Kkey players

believed (0 be engaging
in  the sourcing  and
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distribution of counterfeit excise stamps.
After identification of the syndicate, the
taskforce organized a raid targeting the
residences of 7 of the suspects where
counterfeit excise stamps from Kenya,
Uganda and Tanzania were recovered.
After analysis of the evidence gathered,
the detectives compiled a case file, which
has since been forwarded to the Office of
the Director of Public Prosecutions (ODPP)
for further direction.

Kenya Revenue Authority has initiated
tax investigations to recover lost taxes
from the suspects whom the taskforce
established to have been involved in
the illegal business for decades. Some
of the counterfeit stamp distributed by
the suspects are also used in production
of counterfeited alcohol products. The
syndicate is involved in manufacture and
supply of counterfeit stamps to the three
Fast African countries since all three
have procured a Swiss security company
(SICPA, SA), to supply them with stamps
for excisable goods which bear similar
features.

Source of the Stamps
Investigations have revealed that the
syndicate sources for the counterfeit
stamps both locally and abroad, with
China being the main source market. A
printing company based in China prints
the stamps before they are shipped into
the country via air cargo in small quantities
disguised as packaging labels for foodstuff.
In a sting operation by the taskforce that
tracked one such consignment on March
9, 2023, one female suspect was arrested
with a consignment of eighteen (18) rolls
of counterfeit stamps totaling to 432,000
stamps shipped from Guangzhou, CHINA.
The stamps were concealed as food labels
and transported to the country through air
cargo at the Jomo Kenyatta International
Airport.

Locally, the syndicate sources its stamps
from select printing firms. The printing is
mainly done at night to avoid detection
by law enforcement officers. FEight
printing firms were identified and their
premises raided and searched. During
the search operation, no counterfeit
excise stamps were recovered. However,
under interrogation, most of the printers
confessed to have been engaging in the
malpractice.

Consumers of the Stamps

Once the stamps have been produced, the
syndicate sells them to a select group of
licensed bottlers, unlicensed bottlers and
counterfeiters of excisable products. The
demand is fueled by the desire to evade

taxes due to the high taxes levied on

ethanol, which is the main raw material
in the manufacture of alcoholic products,
and the existence of cheap ethanol

smuggled from Uganda and Tanzania ‘i

through our porous borders. In order to
supply the products produced through
this illegal enterprise into the market,
the manufacturers affix them with
counterfeit stamps to avoid detection
by law enforcement authorities and
discerning consumers. The taskforce
has so far conducted a total of twenty
seven (27) counter-illicit operations in

which counterfeit excise stamps, excisable
products and smuggled ethanol with a
total value of around Sh486,680,095 was
impounded. The products have a tax
implication of Sh268,431,558 million if
they had found their way into the market.
Although the concerted efforts by the team
have greatly reduced the use of counterfeit
excise stamps, the team is carrying out
further operations on the syndicate
involved in the sourcing of ethanol and
other raw materials that are fueling the
consumption of counterfeit stamps.
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VBV 8B Silencing The Guns

Silencing
The Guns

The all-out Government
war on banditry

By Inspector Jonah Kimani

he deadly attack on 42 Kenyan police officers in

Suguta Valley, Samburu District in mid-November

2012 sadly reminds us of the ongoing violence in

East Africa’s pastoralist areas. What is probably
the most deadly attack on police forces in Kenya’s
history is but ‘a drop in the ocean’ compared to the daily
suffering of the population in these areas,....” Reads a
2013 article by Clemens Greiner in the African Affairs
section of his “Guns, Land and Votes: Cattle rustling and
the politics of boundary (re)making in Northern Kenya”
document.
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Joint task officers from National Police Service and Kenya Defence Forces on the lookout in
Kainuk, Turkana on March 15, 2023. PHOTO/COURTESY




Photo credits - By Kelvin Macharia

he mention of
and Baringo counties
differently on most Kenyans,
and even harder on Kenyan
police who have had traumatizing
experiences enforcing the law in these

counties. The two, including Flgeyo :

Marakwet, Turkana and West Pokot
bear the bloody signature and pungent
smell of the deadly effects of cattle
rustling which has rocked the regions

especially in the last two decades. And !

unlike traditionally where raiding of
cattle involved small-scale violence and
theft of the best livestock or restocking
of animals lost through drought, disease
or address shortfalls in dowry and other

traditional ceremonies, recent incidents

are highly commercialized and lethal.

The proliferation of small arms and
commertcialization of cattle rustling has

over time evolved into a big criminal

commertcial enterprise, leading to deadly
attacks on locals and law enforcers,
closing of schools and impeding
economic trajectories. This is a perennial
problem each government has struggled
to deal with, but appears to have been so
deep-rooted that no measures employed
matched its force. It is a criminal trend
that President Ruto’s government has

sworn to deal with once and for all. :

Samburu
hits !

The Cabinet Secretary for Interior Prof Kithure Kindiki flanked by senior officers in Turkana

West during his visit on January 27, 2023 PHOTO/COURTESY.

Francis Wanjau§

EMRECTORATL OF CRIMITRAL
ANVESTIATHING

Rift Valley Reginal Criminal Investigating Officer Mr
Francis Wanjau. PHOTO/HASSAN CHAKA

Addressing the issue of insecurity
among the communities that occupy the
rangelands of Kenya during the Annual
Kimalel Goat Auction in Baringo on
December, 2022, the President pointed
out that the government would no longer
sit back and watch dangerous armed
criminals in the guise of raiders terrorize
Kenyan citizens, subjecting them to
anguish, pain and untold suffering. e

i noted that cattle rustling had over the

vears undergone rapid transformation,
with issues of territoriality emerging
as the main arenas of contestation.
“We will talk to those who can listen,
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Kindiki, on arrival in Turkana. PHOTO/COURTESY

i seduce those who are ready and punish

those who choose violence,” he said.
The president then directed the Rift

i Valley Regional Commander and all

security forces in the region to camp in

¢ the bandit-hit areas until calmness was

restored. At the time, about twelve (12)

. schools had been closed down by bandits

in Baringo County, and thousands
of locals forced to flee for dear lives.

. Following this directive, multi-agency

operations led by the Cabinet Secretary
for Interior and National Government
Administration Prof Kithure Kindiki
were launched, incorporation members

Rift Valley Regional Criminal Investigating Officer Mr Francis
Wanjau receives the Cabinet Secretary for Interior Prof Kithure



The Cabinet Secretary for Iﬁterior Prof Kithure Kindiki addresses National
police service officers in Baringo South on January 28, 2023.
PHOTO/COURTESY

of the National Police Service including

the Police Reserve, Kenya Wildlife
Service, Ministry of Education, Ministry
of Public Works among others.The
mission was (o reopen all the closed
down schools and restore order in the
region. Hence, operation “Silencing The
Guns” was unveiled. Hitting the ground,
the security forces have had to cope
with a rather different face of a modern

bandit; one who has a phone, a vehicle,

a modern rifle and well informed.

magazine, Mr Wanjau pointed out that
issues of exploitation of children in the
illegal practice had been revealed, as
males as young as 13 — 17 years were
being trained as raiders instead of
attending school. While this happens,
the more experienced young adults in
their early 20s organize and plan for
the deadly raids, which have forced
victims to move to safety, leaving
behind vandalized schools, destroyed
water tanks and loved ones felled by

the gun.
The Rift Valley Regional It is this modernity in
Criminal Investigations banditry that has forced
Officer Mr. Trancis the Directorate
Wanjau says of Criminal
that previous Investigations
investigations This is a crime to become
have  revealed more  visible
thatthe criminal that has graduated in the all-out
undertakings from sharing the raid war. Indeed,
are well funded mitigation of
and remotely among perpetrators cattle rustling
facilitated to a more rewarding had been left
by rogues, . ea to the formed
who ensure commercialized up units of the
ammunitions = National Police
and ready markets enterprlse Service ~  the

or places of disposal
are available. “This is a
crime that has graduated from

sharing the raid among perpetrators
(o a more rewarding commercialized !
enterprise that sees raided herds sold

out to potentially waiting buyers,” he

adds. In an interview with The DCI :

General Service Unit
and the Anti-Stock Theft
Unit.

But this has changed in the recent
measures adopted, as police no longer
consider the crime as a group activity
but single out individuals for their role
in the perpetration to be dealt with

//}

l“‘iiin4.|jjll-‘.l‘

Senior County officers visit affected schools in the disturbed areas of
the North Rift. PHOTO/COURTESY

¢ by the law. Detectives working in the

DCI have since been deployed to work
alongside their counterparts, assisting
by profiling and forensically analysing
leads to the enablers of the crime. The

i communication and financial flow to

the groundsmen from businesspersons
and other offices reveal a well organized
criminal ring.

In adherence to its mandate of
investigating serious crimes including
murders, homicides, money laundering

i among others, the DCI has analysed

hundreds of guns recovered and/or
surrendered in the war prone fronts,
some of which have been linked to
several cases of murder. As a result,
seven (7) suspects had been arraigned
at Kitale law courts as of March 2, 2023,
and two more were in police custody
pending arraignment. As the fight to
restore order and peace persists, six
schools have so far been reopened in
Baringo North and three in Baringo
South including Kapindasum, Arabal,
Kasiela, Nosugro, Sinoni, Mukutani,
Chepkesin, Kamwetio and Chepkew
Primary Schools. However, Ngelecha

¢ and Rugus Pimary schools and Embossos

and Mukutani Day Secondary Schools
remain closed. But with the excellent
political goodwill, Mr Wanjau believes
that Silencing The Guns mission will go
a long way in curtailing banditry in the
region, and shed a ray of hope to new
beginnings.
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From the desk of Chief of Interpol
National Central Bureau

By Barasa Sayia AlG
Chief of INTERPOL National Central Bureau (CNCB)

National Central Bureau (NCB)

is an INTERPOL body of every

INTERPOL member country that

ensures liaison with the various
departments in the country, bodies in
other countries serving as National Central
Bureaus, INTERPOL’s General Secretariat,
and other international organizations. An
NCB is also capable of developing training
programmes for its national police to
raise awareness on INTERPOL’s activities,
services and databases.Kenya’s Head of
INTERPOIL, National Central Bureau (HNCB)
is the Director of Criminal Investigations.
Chief of National Central Bureau (CNCB)
is an office within the Directorate of
Criminal Investigations. It is based at
the Mazingira Complex, Directorate of
Criminal Investigations’ headquarters. Staff
of the NCB are serving police officers in
the Directorate of Criminal Investigations
INTERPOL. is the telegraphic address of
International Criminal Police Organization
(ICPO). It is the world’s largest policing
organization with a membership comprising
195 countries. Its motto is “connecting
police for a safer world”.INTERPOL traces
its history to 1914, when a congress of
international criminal police, attended by
delegates from 141 countries, was held in
Monaco. In 1923, following a significant
increase in international crime that

i of  French
i officials.

NTERPOL President, Maj. Gen. Dr Anmed Naser Al-Raisi and vice president Mr
Garba Baba Umar having a chat with the Director DCI Mr Mohamed Amin at the DCI
Headquarters on February 13, 2023. PHOTO/ NELSON KIPRUTO

i particularly affected Austria, representatives
i of the criminal police forces of 20 countries

met in Vienna, Austria, and formed the
International Criminal Police Commission
(ICPC) that year. The ICPC’s headquarters
was established in Vienna, and the head of

i the Vienna police, Johann Schober, became

the organization’s first president. The 1CPC
flourished until 1938, when Nazi Germany
annexed Austria. Consequently, the 1CPC’s
records were relocated to Berlin. The

i outbreak of World War 11 effectively ended

the ICPC’s activities.
After the war, the ICPC accepted an offer
from the [Irench

i government of a
i headquarters in

in 1989. INTERPOL was, at first, mainly a
Furopean organization, drawing only limited
support from the United States and other
non-European countries (the United States
did not join the ICPC until 1938). By the mid-
1980s the number of member countries had
risen to more than 125, representing all of the
world’s inhabited continents. By the early
21st century, the membership had surpassed
180. INTERPOL was reorganized in 2001
following the September 11 attacks on the
United States. The new post of Executive
Director for police services was created to
oversee several directorates, including those

Paris, together with a
staff for the General
Secretariat consisting
police
The 1CPC
was thus revived,
though the loss or
destruction of all its prewar records required

: that it be completely reorganized. Irom

19416 to 1955, its membership grew from 19
countries to 55. In 1956, the ICPC ratified
a new constitution, under which it was
renamed the International Criminal Police

i Organization (ICPO). The organization moved
i to its present headquarters in Lyon, Irance,
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INTERPOL activities are guided
by the INTERPOL Constitution

for regional and national police services,

¢ specialized crimes, and operational police
i support.Over the centuries, INTERPOL has
i had 25 presidents from 18 countries. The
i role of the President, which is part-time and
i unpaid, is to chair the General Assembly and
i three meetings of the Executive Committee,
f each year. INTERPOL’s current President
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who was elected in November 2021, is
Major General Dr. Ahmed Naser Al-Raisi of
the United Arab Emirates. Kenya became
a member of INTERPOIL on 30th October,
1968, and soon established a National Central
Bureau (o run its country INTERPOL. affairs.
Article 5 of the INTERPOL constitution
defines  INTERPOL’s  organization and
structure. It comprises, and is not limited to
General Assembly, Executive Committee
and General Secretariat. The former consists
of all member countries that meet once a
year, the Executive Committee is headed by
the President, with a representation from all
continents, while the latter is the executive
arm of INTERPOL, headed by a Secretary
General responsible for running INTERPOL
activities. The current Secretary General is
Jurgen Stock.

The GeneralSecretariatissupportedby various
directorates in Lyon, France, and a Centre of
Innovation based in Singapore. It is further
supported by regional bureaus in Argentina
(Buenos Aires), Cameroon (Yaoundé), Cote
d’Ivoire (Abidjan), El Salvador (San Salvador),
Kenya (Nairobi) and Zimbabwe (Harare).
INTERPOL also has Special Representatives
to the United Nations, European Union and
the African Union. Additionally, National
Central Bureaus, Advisers and Commission
for the Control of Files (an independent body
that works as an oversight to INTERPOL
files and compliance with INTERPOL rules
of processing data), are components of the
INTERPOL’s structure. INTERPOL. activities
are guided by the INTERPOIL, Constitution,
General Regulations, Rules of Procedure
of the General Assembly and Executive
Committee, Financial Regulations, Statute
of the Commission for the Control of
INTERPOL Files, Rules on the Processing of
Data and Repository of Practice on Article
3.Making available securing global Police
communication services (I-21/7), providing
operational data services and databases
for police, issuing Notices against global
criminals, reducing organized and new types
of crime, conducting counter-terrorism
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operations, fighting cyber-crime, and police
training and development, are the main
functions of INTERPOL.. The official languages
of INTERPOL. are Arabic, English, Spanish and
French. INTERPOL provides a wide range of
expertise and services to member countries
for the purpose of maintaining a global
security architecture. The tools include 19
police databases with information on crimes
and criminals, Notices, Messages, Diffusions,
and 1-21/7 Communication and Information
system, among others. INTERPOI. embraces
cross-sector partnerships since they offer
solutions to crime fighting. Partnerships
are formed with both for-profit and not-
for-profit organizations to share expertise,
technology and resources to help address the
challenges faced by law enforcement and
society as a whole. This cooperation may take
the form of funding, although it involves the
secondment of staff, joint security operations,
licensing of software, use of equipment and
buildings, and other in-kind donations, in
most cases. The world’s largest policing

Director DCI Mr Mohamed Amin awards a plaque of honour:to the INTERPOL President,
Maj. Gen. Dr Ahmed Naser Al-Raisi, at the DCI Headquarter;s on February 13, 2023.
Flanking them are INTERPOL Executive Committee Members. PHOTO/ NELSON KIPRUTO
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i organization is, this year, officially marking
i its 100-year anniversary. Throughout the
i year, the INTERPOL General Secretariat and
i its member countries will host events and
¢ launch activities as a way of celebrating a
century of international police cooperation.
i The climax of the centennial events will be
¢ in October as the city of Vienna once again
: plays host to
i police leaders from 195 countries for the
i Organization’s 91st General Assembly. 2023
will also mark the first year that the world
i celebrates the United Nations designated
i International

INTERPOL by welcoming

Day of Police Cooperation
scheduled for 7th September, the day the
International Criminal Police Commission
(ICPC) was founded. The world can no longer
afford to sit and watch the complexities of
law and order handed in by the increasing
crime’s disregard for international borders,
rapid expansion of the cyber-space, mutating

i technology and the ever innovative criminals
: unfold. Fostering cooperation in global law
i enforcement

is critical. INTERPOL
Foundation for a Safer World.

is the

Director DCI Mr Mohamed Amin awards INTERPOL vice
president Garba Baba Umar, at the DCI Headquarters on
February 13, 2023. PHOTO/ NELSON KIPRUTO




V)8 B DCI- U.S. Relations

Amin hails partnership with U.S.
Government in supporting
- anti-terror detectives

By Inspector Mike Mugo

he Director of Criminal Investigations Mr Mohamed Amin has commended the partnership that exists

between the Directorate and U.S government in the fight against transnational organized crimes and

more specifically, in the fight against terrorism and violent extremism.Mr Amin said this when he hosted

a high-powered delegation from the United States that visited the Directorate on January 12, 2023. The
delegation led by the U.S envoy to Kenya, Meg Whitman, included Deputy Assistant Secretaries Julie Cabus, a
supervisory special agent with the Diplomatic Security Service and Paul Houston, an Assistant Director of the
Diplomatic Security Service in-charge of threat investigations and analysis among other high ranking officials
based at the U.S embassy in Kenya.

In a briefing to the media soon after the high level deliberations, Mr Amin said that the mutual relationship that
exists between the DCI and the U.S Embassy in Nairobi has been very instrumental in providing a platform upon
which extremely fruitful collaborations, aimed at safeguarding the safety and security of Kenyans have taken
place. “The U.S government has been one of our foremost critical allies since Kenya gained its independence
and the friendship has grown exponentially not only in the security sector as it is widely viewed, but also in trade
and investment. This points to a growing and improved mutual relationship between our two great nations and
it is an indication of growing ties that cut across many sectors including security, which is our core business,”
said Mr Amin. The DCI Chief noted that the on-going partnership on the security front had seen the Directorate
benefit immensely in terms of developing the human resource capacity of our men and women to respond to




contemporary security challenges. This was
after the realization that emerging threats
such as terrorism and violent extremism
are not unique to Kenya, but are global
challenges that have also had devastating
effects to the United States and its strategic
allies and partners. “It is for this reason that
we have continued to partner in the spirit
of reciprocity, to defeat terrorism and other
emerging threats such as drugs and human

The Director of Criminal Investigations Mr Mohamed Amin host the U.S ambassador to
Kenya H.E Meg Whitman (centre) and Deputy Assistant Secretary Julie Cabus, at his
office on January 12, 2023. PHOTO/ NELSON KIPRUTO

profile collaboration, the U.S Department
of State and the Federal Bureau of
Investigations partnered in creating the first
Joint Terrorism Task Force (JTTF) outside
of the United States. Under this prestigious

programme, 12 detectives drawn from the ! !
: Assistance program, towards the tooling and

Anti Terrorism Police Unit underwent a 12
week intensive counterterrorism training
at the I'BI Academy in Quantico, Virginia.
The establishment of this joint terrorism

This has been made possible through the support
offered by the Diplomatic Security Services’
Antiterrorism Assistance program, towards the
tooling and equipping of the DCI Emergency
Response Team (ERT) which so far stands at more
than Sh100 Million.

trafficking, cybercrime, money laundering,
trafficking in wildlife trophies
others,” continued Mr Amin. The visit was
followed by another high profile visit by FBI’s
assistant director of the counterterrorism
division Robert Wells, who is based at the
I'BI headquarters in Washington D.C. Wells
who came calling weeks later, on I‘ebruary
3, 2023, focused his visit on enhancing the
relationship between FBI and DCI in the
fight against terrorism & violent extremism.
The top FBI official, who also visited the
DCI National Forensic Laboratory, sought to
exploremore waysin which the two agencies
could further strengthen their collaboration
while acknowledging the country’s leading
role in the fight against organized crimes
in the region. The Directorate has, jointly
with the U.S government, developed and
benefited from tailor-made programs
that have exposed our detectives to
contemporary crime detection, prevention
and interdiction techniques, leading to an
overall reduction of crime, especially in
reported cases of terror. In one such high

among

U.S ambassador to Kenya H.E Meg Whitman, receives
a plaque of honour from the DCI Director Mr Mohamed
Amin, on her maiden visit to DCI headquarters on
January 12, 2023. PHOTO/ NELSON KIPRUTO

i dealt

i taskforce began after the al-Shabaab terrorist
attack on the DusitD2 Hotel after it was
established that there was need for a multi-

agency counterterrorism investigative force
in the country. As a result, there has been a
decrease in the number of reported terrorism
related cases in the country. Consequently,
those that have been reported have been
with expeditiously, resulting to
successful conviction of terror suspects, the
most recent being the life sentence handed
down to Ibrahim Robow, who was one of
the main suspects behind the abduction of
Cuban doctors in Mandera County 4 years

i ago. Today, DCI prides itself with one of the

best counterterrorism tactical units in the
region and across all the security services of
our country as a result of this collaboration.
The Emergency Response Team (ERT) based
at DCI-Anti Terrorism Police Unit (ATPU)

i has through joint exercises been tried,

tested and proven to be one of the most
efficient, responsive and resilient among all
the specialized tactical units in the country,
thanks to this training. This has been made
possible through the support offered by the
Diplomatic Security Services’ Antiterrorism

equipping of the DCI Emergency Response
Team (ERT) which so far stands at more
than Sh100 Million.

the State’s

Recently, Department  of

i Counterterrorism Bureau also developed

and sponsored the International executive
programme, bringing together detectives
from Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda and Djibouti.
The programme, which is spread out over
two years, is meant to enable participants

i to come up with innovative solutions to
¢ the

current counterterrorism challenges
facing the region, as well as strengthen
their bond as they face shared regional and
transnational threats. The counterterrorism
burecau works with foreign partners to
build the capabilities necessary to prevent,

i degrade, detect and respond to terrorist

threats. This includes efforts to strengthen
law enforcement and judicial capabilities,
expand aviation and border security, deepen
global information sharing, counter terrorist
financing, improve crisis response, and

¢ counter violent extremism. The Directorate

has also collaborated with the U.S embassy
in information sharing, where critical
information regarding suspects, especially
fugitives who have escaped justice from
their countries, come to hide in Kenya. It
is through information sharing that two

i international fugitives, who were wanted in

the U.S for large scale trafficking in trophies
of protected wildlife species, valued at more
than USD $7 Million were arrested in Kenya
last year and extradited to the United States

to face justice.
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ERT TEAM
The Emergency

~tesponse Team (ERT)

e e ,  Specialized Anti-Terror Tactical Unit Established
' 4 Years Ago Comes Of Age

mmediately after the Dusit D2
i terrorist attack, which occurred
15 I’ on January 15, 2023, DCI’s senior
3 " L management, in consultation
S ﬁ,ﬂf_q‘ r with the Anti Terrorism Police
S e — Unit’s top command conducted

g, . X L ~
. an evaluation of the incident. Some

gaps were identified in the manner the response to the
incident was conducted and the time taken to act. The

meeting resolved to create a special tactical team within the
Anti-Terrorism Police Unit, with the capability to prevent, interdict,
mitigate and neutralize acts of terror. This led to the establishment of
the Emergency Response Team (ERT) in June, 2019.

Kenya’s main terror threat comes from the Al-Qaida linked Somali
based Al-Shabaab terrorists who have continued to launch attacks,
mainly targeting security forces on the Kenyan border with
Somalia. In recent times, Kenya has faced a series of terror attacks,
the most notable ones being the April 2, 2015 incident at the Garissa
University College where 148 people, mainly students were Killed. At-least 80
others sustained injuries. It was followed by the Westgate shopping mall attack
in Westlands, Nairobi where 68 people were Killed when terrorists launched an
attack, on September 21, 2013. The establishment of the Emergency Response
Team therefore strengthened Kenya’s efforts in tackling terrorists and mitigating
terrorism activities. Since then, the unit has been undertaking a series of
training and joint exercises in preparedness to counter terror incidents
in the broader endeavour of fostering the country’s national
security. The team has so far received specialized
training both locally and abroad, after

Special Operators from the Anti-Terrorism Police Emergency Response Team (RRT) perform various
drills during a training session. The officers are highly skilled in close quarter battles for counter
terrorism and hostage rescue operations. PHOTOS/ NELSON KIPRUTO
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securing the support of the Diplomatic
Security Service’s Anti-terrorism Assistance
programme. The programme provides U.S
government anti-terrorism training and
equipment to law enforcement agencies of
partner nations throughout the world. As
terrorist networks continue to advance their
tactics and strategies, ATA adapts and refines
its counterterrorism training initiatives to
meet evolving threats. Recently, the team of
highly efficient operators participated in the
International Defensive Pistol Association
(IDPA) Africa Championship, held at Kirigiti
in Kiambu County from April 4 — 9, 2023.

Over 300 shooters from different parts
of the world including the United States,
Russia, South Africa, Romania among
others competed in different divisions
and categories of pistol shooting. The
Kenyan shooters who participated in the
competition included members of the

disciplined forces and services and licenced
firearm holders. During the competition, the
Emergency Response Team amassed a total

of 13 trophies, taking home the
highest number of trophies in the
international competition. The
best law enforcement shooters
in the event also came from
ERT. This was an improvement
of a similar event in 2021 where
the team brought home 9
trophies. The team’s outstanding
performance is an indication
that it is well trained and
prepared to combat any act |
of organized crime within
the country.
A month ago, 20
detectives drawn from
the unit successfully
completed a rigorous
advanced combat
riding course held
at Kedong training
camp in Naivasha,
Nakuru County. The

facilitated by the U.S Embassy’s : .
. . . s i an  exceptionally
office of Anti-Terrorism Assistance under : .
. L L . . i coach, added that the course participants
the Diplomatic Security Services, Triple- . L
) . e B 5 i received world-class training that exposed
Tap Academy, Kibo and BMW Mistorrad, : X .

¢ them to different scenarios, that would

highly specialized course that was i to terror threats. At the same time, Triple
i Tap Academy instructor Sammy Onyango,

experienced shooting

This has been made possible through the support
offered by the Diplomatic Security Services’
Antiterrorism Assistance program, towards the tooling
and equipping of the DCI Emergency Response Team
(ERT) which so far stands at more than Sh100 Million.

was tailored towards enhancing provision
of immediate response capability to
emergent and high-risk incidents requiring
specialized sKills and tactics. The training
included obstacle crossing sKills, speedy
manecuvers with an armed pillion passenger,
target shooting while in motion among
other sKills. Anti-Terrorism  Assistance
Regional Programs Manager Mike Solis,
noted that the Emergency Response

Team is now equipped to better

manage incidents and respond to

the ever dynamic security situations

expeditiously, specifically in response

come in handy while responding to
priority operations. The coach who has
been instrumental in training was upbeat
that similar trainings would continue to
be offered, to ensure that ERT operates
professionally, efficiently, safely, and
effectively in guaranteeing public safety and
security. Today, the Emergency Response
Team is a highly skilled tactical unit in
close quarter battles, counter-terror and
hostage rescue operations. The unit is on
standby 24/7 and remains mission ready for
deployment incase of any eventuality.
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1. Rapid Response Team (RRT) Special
Operators

2. RRT Operators shortly after a training
session at the DCI Academy

3. In-Charge Rapid Response Team
Chief Inspector Calvince Osura (left)
and Tripple Tap Academy Instructor
Sammy Onyango, at a past event.

4. Anti-Terrorism Assistance Regional
Programs Manager Mike Solis awards a
certificate to a trainee after completions
of a counter-terror course.

Interview

PHOTOS/NELSON KIPRUTO
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Life behind bars for™® "
7 Convicts in |
sh1.3 Billion ™
drugs haul

By Inspector Mike Mugo

ix Pakistani nationals and one
Iranian who were found guilty
of trafficking heroin worth Shl.3
Billion via the Indian Ocean to
Kenya’s coastal city of Mombasa have
been sentenced to life in prison. The seven
had been in custody for 9 years since 20141
when they were arrested and charged
with trafficking 377 Kilograms of granular
heroin, 33,200 liters of liquid heroin and
2,400 liters of diesel mixed with heroin.
In a ruling delivered by Mombasa Chief
Magistrate Martha Mutuku on March 10,
2023, the seven sailors were fined Sh3.9
billion, thrice the value of the heroin they
trafficked, and in default to paying the
fine, they shall serve one year in prison.

The seven were crew members of a ship
Amin Darya, also known as Al Noor, and
were arrested while the ship was sailing
in the Kenyan territorial waters along the
Indian Ocean by Kenya Navy personnel
on patrol. They are Yousuf Yakoob,
Yakoob Ibrahim, Saleem Muhammad,
Bhatti Abdul Ghafour, Baksh Moula, Pak
Abdolghaffer and Muhammed Saleh.
This was a classical case of trafficking
by conveying Narcotic drugs, contrary to
section 4 (a) of the Narcotics drugs and
psychotropic substances control Act No. 4
of 1994. On November 12, 2013 one Vikas
son of Balwan and Praveen Prabhakaran
Nair, both Indian Nationals, left Mumbai
aboard Air India A1983 destined for Dubai.

i The following day after

MV Amin Darya/Al Noor, the vessel carrying the seized cocaine consignment goes up in
flames after being bombed on instructions of retired President Unuru Kenyatta.

PHOTO/DCI

arrival, they both

i travelled (o Iran where they signed work

i Dubai, and
i landed

| The
W a S

i Mogadishu.

contracts as ordinary seamen with \Wasa
Wave Shipping L.L.C to work on a ship named
M/V Amin Darya IMO NO. 8630784. The two

worked on that ship and sailed to various !
i destinations including Kuwait, Dubai among

others. While in the Gulf the ship would carry
white cement and other goods.

The following year on April 24, 2014, the

i 6 Pakistanis who were convicted met the :

two Indian nationals and one Iranian Pak
Abdolghaffar also a convict, and the owner
of the ship whom detectives identified
as Ahemed Mohammad. The ship owner

¢ introduced them all to the vessel M/\' Amin

Darya at the Port of Sharja in Iran. Earlier, the
Pakistanis had travelled from their country
to Iran via

June 24, 2014, the vessel was re-fueled by
an agent whose name was not disclosed in
what detectives from the anti narcotics unit
believed to be part of the conspiracy by the
highly secretive drugs syndicate operating in
the underworld. The ship was also restocked
with food supplies and cold beverages. The
vessel and crew left the Port of Mogadishu
a day later and sailed towards the Kenyan
Coast, before a Naval Ship on patrol from the
Kenya Navy intercepted it on July 2, 2014 on
suspicion of ferrying contraband goods. M/V
Amin Darya was escorted to Kilindini port
under heavy security, until arrival at Mtogwe
a day later at around Ilam. Speedboats drove
detectives based at the Anti-Narcotics unit
and Marine Police from the Kenya Navy jetty
to M/V Amin Darya, who conducted a safety
and quick search on the vessel. The search

at
the Imam
Khamlini
airport.
ship

loaded
w it h

cargo on the same day and left the port of i
i Sharja. Two weeks later, the vessel and crew
{ members refueled at a place only identified i
as Obiyo where the vessel anchored until :
June 17, 2014 before leaving for the port for
Upon arrival in Mogadishu on :

This well packaged case investigated by
the DCI Anti Narcotics Unit is a perfect
example that the wheels of justice may
turn slowly but grind exceedingly fine.

continued when the vessel docked at berth

i 8 at around 2pm but was called off late in

the night. The painstaking exercise resumed
the following day and involved the removal
of 258 bags each containing white cement
i (super plaster). Each bag weighed one tone,
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119 small bags and 28 bags of S0Kkilograms
of white cement 9(super plaster). All the
above mentioned were partly removed and
stored in a warehouse next to berth No. 8 and
the process of physical verification of the
contents commenced till late in the night.
The search continued until July 7, 2011, when
at around 12 noon, a package of some whitish
substance was recovered by detectives on
the portside rail of the ship in the cargo deck
fore end. The ship’s captain Yousuf Yaqoob
and the ship engineer Saleh Muhammad
witnessed the recovery. On July 8, 2014, the
suspected drug substance was escorted to
the Government Chemist based in Mombasa
for weighing and sampling. The weight was
found to be 971 grams, and a preliminary test
on the substance tested positive for heroin,
in an exercise witnessed by the captain
of the ship and other two-crew members.
The following day, 787 empty packets were
recovered from ballast tanks in the vessel.
The packets were all slit on one side. They
were found stashed in 16 bags after ripping
off the bottom of the cargo deck and traces of
substance believed to be narcotic drugs were
also found in them.

By July 11, 2014, a total of 166 drums of 200
liters filled with brownish liquid substance
that was recovered from the ballast tested
positive for heroin. In a shocking revelation,
the highly addictive drug had also been
concealed in over 2,400 litres of diesel
contained in drums in the reservoir. In total,
all the solid substance recovered was 377.221
Kilograms of heroin valued at Sh1,131,672,000.
Over 33,200 litres from the ballast water and
2,100 litres of diesel laced with heroin were
also recovered in one of the biggest drugs

Convicts who trafficked the Sh1.3bn heroin in court.
PHOTO/COURTESY

case reported in the country’s history. Further
investigations revealed that the declared
cargo, super plaster amounting to 300 metric
tons was not discharged at the port specified
for discharge in Dubai as reflected on the bill
of'lading. Instead, the vessel sailed towards an
unspecified destination only to end up along
the Kenyan territorial waters. The vessel had
been registered in Iran as M/V Amin Darya,
however in the general export manifest, the
same vessel was indicated as AL NOOR 1082.
IHowever, onthesame general export manifest
as arisk indicator, it was noted that Mombasa
was the “Port of Loading” and Kenya the “Port
of Destination.” As investigations continued,
detectives established that between July 2 to
July 3, 2014, one day before the vessel was
intercepted, one Khalid Agil Ahmed (who
was arrested later) a manager with Blue Bay
Shipping Agency had communicated with

the alleged owner of the ship via a cell phone
number registered in Dubai six times while
the vessel was still sailing into Kenyan waters.
Besides the recovery of documentary
evidence, when the officers conducted
search on the vessel, an exercise book was
also recovered from the deputy captain
of the ship that bore a hand written cell
phone number 0722-710 7xx and the name
“Khaled, Mombaso”. Another suspect
Mohamed Osman Ahmed the operations
Manager of Zam Zam Shipping Agency, who
was also arrested later, was found to have
communicated with the alleged owner of
M/V Amin Darya. This was after detectives
recovered a piece of paper from the vessel’s
captain bearing his cell phone number. A copy
of an email exchange indicating that there
was communication between Mohamed
Osman Ahmed of Zam Zam Shipping Limited

MV Amin Darya/Al Noor, the vessel carrying the seized
cocaine consignment. PHOTO/DCI




and Topstar Shipping Limited, Ebrahimi
and Partners that had nominated Zam Zam
as the Shipping Agent to clear the incoming :
M/V Amin Darya was also recovered. A third i
suspect, Maur Bwanamaka, a Director with
Federal Shipping Agency based in Mombasa
met with Mohamed Osman Ahmed of Zam
Zam Shipping Agency who requested him to
take over the clearing of the M/V Amin Darya.
Mohamed Osman gave Maur Bwanamaka a
copy of the email that had been sent to him by
the alleged owner of the vessel from Dubai.
The same day after receiving instructions
to take over the clearing job, Bwanamaka
drove to Kilindini Sea Port berth No. 8 where
M/V Amin Darya had docked and presented
himself as the shipping Agent to Dr. Hamisi
Massa, the then Director of the Anti-Narcotics
Unit. He requested to meet the crew on
board, introduced himself to the captain and
called the alleged owner of the vessel based
in Dubai and later obtained some documents
from the captain to allegedly enable him :
start the process of clearing the vessel, :
notwithstanding the fact that the vessel
was under the custody of security agencies.
The three Kenyans who had presented
themselves as clearing agents were charged
jointly with the vessel’s crew before the Chief
Magistrate’s Court at Mombasa Law Courts.

On August 29, 2014, the drugs together with
the conveyance were destroyed in the Indian
Ocean on orders of retired President Uhuru
Kenyatta who supervised the destruction.
Two of the accused, Vikas son of Balwan
and Praveen Prabhakaran Nair both Indian
Nationals were acquitted earlier when the
court ruled that they had proved to have
been interns aboard the vessel. In her ruling,
Chief Magistrate Hon Martha Mutuku, ruled
that the prosecution, which had provided
34 witnesses, had proved that the foreigners
were arrested aboard a ship

used in the trafficking of
the drugs. She ruled
that the evidence

and exhibits
provided placed

the foreigners at

the centre of the

crime making
it difficult
for them to Sh 1 L] 1

exonerate TTH
themselves. BIIIIO“
The court ruled

that the drugs were

i was later produced in court was done

i the value of the drugs) in default to
i serve 1 year imprisonment slapped on

377Kgs
of Heroin
valued at

recovered

Detectives obtain samples
from drums containing diesel
where part of the heroin had
been concealed. PHOTO/DCI

drug. She stated that the collection
and preservation of evidence which

satisfactory and in accordance with
the law. In the landmark ruling, Hon
Mutuku also observed that two analysts
from the Government Chemist tested
the drug and confirmed to the court the
white substance found inside the ship
was heroin. The court further ruled that
under international law, Kenyan courts
had jurisdiction to try the foreigners.
She said also noted that some of the
accused persons corroborated with
testimonies of some witnesses that
they were arrested while sailing within
the country’s territorial waters. On
March 10, 2023, the 6 Pakistanis and
one Iranian national were sentenced
to serve life imprisonment and in
addition, a fine of Sh3.9 billion (3 times

them. Earlier in February 22, 2023,
the court had acquitted Khalid
Agil Mohamed, Mohamed
Osman Ahmed and Maur
Bwanamaka after Hon
Mutuku  ruled that

the trio were only
contracted to clear the

ship after docking at

the port of Mombasa.

This well packaged

case investigated by

the DCI Anti Narcotics

Unit is a perfect
example that the wheels

carefully  concealed

inside their ship which

ook detectives days
discover it. She concluded that the
ship crew members could not allege that they
were not aware of the drugs and dismissed :
their assertion that the haul was planted in
the vessel to frame them. The court further :
stated that the destruction of the ship, MV
Amin Darya, was inconsequential to the trial
since it was done after proper documentation
of the scene, seizure and testing of the

{ George Mutiso and Sergeant Joseph
i Wafula Wanjala, led the investigation
¢ into this case. Senior Assistant Director
iof
i Muteti, led the prosecution assisted by
¢ prosecutors Peris Bosibori and Yassir
i Mohamed.

of justice may turn slowly

but grind exceedingly fine.
Dr Hamisi Massa who has since
retired from the service assisted
by Ms Ruth Muinde also retired, Mr

Public Prosecutions, Alexander

R
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The Chairperson of the Police reforms taskforce Chief Justice (Rtd) David Maraga and the Director DCI Mr Mohamed Amin in a group photo alongside other taskforce members and senior officers from DCI outside the DCI
National Forensic Laboratory on February 27, 2023 PHOTO/JONAH KIMANI

..

The Chairperson of the Police reforms Taskforce Chief Justice (Rtd) David Maraga and the Hon. Lady Justice Martha Koome (left in pink) alongside Kencho Governor Dr Enck Mutal and the Director DCI Mr
Director DCI Mr Mohamed Amin outside the DCI National Forensic Laboratory on Mohamed I. Amin clap as they launch the 2nd annual Child Justice Summit at Safaripark Hotel on November 28, 2022.
February 27, 2023. PHOTO/JONAH KIMANI PHOTO / EDWIN KIPKORIR

-

la LE 4 L The Director DCI Mr Mohamed Amin pays the French Ambassador to Kenya H.E Araud

INTERPOL President Maj Gen Dr. Ahmed Naser Al-Raisi receives a plague of honour from the Director DCI Mr Mohamed Suquet a courtesy call at the French Embassy, Nairobi on February 8, 2023.
Amin on February 23, 2023. PHOTO / EDWIN KIPKORIR PHOTO/HASSAN CHAKA
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Parliamentary Committee members from the Administration & Internal Affairs committee, shortly after a meeting with the
Director of Criminal Investigations, Mr Mohamed Amin. PHOTO / EDWIN KIPKORIR

L

The Director DCI Mr Mohamed Amin receives a memento from the FBI Assistant Director Raymond P. The Director DCI Mr Mohamed Amin conducts a top FBI official on a tour of the chemistry laboratory at
Duda when he paid a courtesy call to Mr Amin on February 3, 2023 the DCI National Forensic Laboratory in December 2022 PHOTO/JONAH KIMANI
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| A
Cabinet Secretary for Environment, Climate Change & Forestry Hon Roselinda
i Tuya, receives a souvenir from DCI Director Mr Mohamed Amin at his Mazingira The Director DCI Mr Mohamed Amin hosts the Secretary General of the Rwandan Investigation Bureau Mr Jeannot Rhuhunga at
« complex offices on February 28, 2023. PHOTO/HASSAN CHAKA Mazingira Complex offices on November 18, 2022. PHOTO/JONAH KIMANI
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The Director DCI Mr Mohamed I. Amin alongS|de FBI ASS|stant D|rector Raymond P. Duda (Srd left) and othér FBI offlcers pose for a
group photo at the DCI Headquarters on November 10, 2022. PHOTO/JONAH KIMANI
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China Defence Attache Qiu Yawei gifts the Director DCI Mr Mohamed . Amin
during his courtesy call at the DCI Headquarters on November 22, 2022.
PHOTO/HASSAN CHAKA

\f

The Tanzanian Director of Criminal Investigation Mr Ramadhan Kingai is received by the Director DCI
Mr Mohamed at Mazingira Complex offices during his recent visit on January 19, 2023. PHOTO/JONAH KIMANI

o WA

The Director DCI Mr Mohamed |. Amin gifts the FBI Assistant Director Raymond P. Duda a trophy during
a courtesy call at the DCI Headquarters on February 3, 2023. Flanking on the right is FBI Assistant
Director of Counterterrorism Mr Robert R. Wells. PHOTO/JONAH KIMANI

DII ECTORATE OF CRIMINAL Il VES

oy DEDICATION (ﬂRE lNT

Sty

.-'] kf; ‘T‘ A ‘.11

i’ '

! & ' . The German Ambassador to Kenya H.E Sebastian Groth is gifted a present

The Director DCI Mr Mohamed I. Amin poses for a group photo with delegates from the civil rights groups in Kenya led by by the Director DCI Mr Mohamed I. Amin during his visit to the DCI

Houghton Irungu after a meeting at the DCI Headquarters on October 26, 2022. PHOTO/HASSAN CHAKA Headquarters in which he donated 25 computers to the Directorate on
December 14, 2022. PHOTO/JONAH KIMANI




3 arrested for murder

Murder Puzzle

in motorbike theft incident

How kind gesture by bodaboda rider led to his death in the hands of

heartless thugs

By Samuel Bett, SSP

The imposing Nzambani rock, an iconic tourist attraction in

Kitui County. PHOTO/DCI

ocated 10 Kilometers South Fast

of Kitui town, stands the imposing

Nzambani rock, locally known as

‘Ivia ya Nzambani’, an iconic tourist
altraction site in Kitui County. It rises
about 80m above the ground. There is a
climbing ladder to the top and while there
one can have a view of Yatta Plateau and
Mt. Kilimanjaro in fine weather. The size on
the top is equivalent to a football pitch. The
rock has a historical mythology dating back
many years, where locals believe if one goes
round the rock seven times, their gender
will change from male to female and vice
versa. IFFor this reason, boda boda riders hunt
their fortune by offering transport and guide
services (o tourists visiting the site. A culture

of generosity underlines the competitive
aspect of the boda boda industry in this area.
The same extends to locals who remain
openly generous to those who may have
plans to visit their homesteads for a range of
reasons. Usually, activities cease with the fall
of dusk prompting most boda boda riders to
retreat home waiting to try their luck the next
day. However, few remain behind and try
their luck with late night travelers. On June
15, 2022 at around 9pm, 20 year old Boniface
Kotana aka Bonnie, a young man reputed to
be a staunch Anglican Church Pianist, joined
the night owl squad using his motorcycle
registration number KMEW 832Q, make TVS
blue in colour at the Kiini boda boda base. The
drop off point is strategically situated at about

500metres from the famous Nzambani Rock
and at the Nzangathi/Mutitu/Kitui 'T-junction
he was in the company of his fellow riders
waiting for travellers caught up in late night
travel needs. The area is dimly lit courtesy of
distant lights projected from nearby homes,
shops and institutions. Bonnie’s ultimate fate
was sealed when two dusty and tired-looking
customers approached them and requested
to be ferried to Nzangathi town centre, about
3kilometres away. A negotiation on the
charges seemed to have reached a stalemate
when one of the riders charged Sh400 but
the duo said they only had Sh200. But in a
move that appeared to be a routine gesture
of hospitality and a practice to outwit his
competitor in the subsequent hustles, Bonnie

' APRIL | 2023 r



offered to drop the two at Sh200. According
to a witness, he had expressed his need to
retire for the night and his direction home
coincided with the request of the duo. He
therefore seized the opportunity to make an
extra coin on his way back home. This was
the last time that Bonnie was seen alive by
his friend-cum-witness. On the June 16, 2022,
news of Bonnie’s dissapearance alongside
his motorcycle spread fast as his family and
the boda boda riders at Kiini junction Stage
became worried of his whereabouts. Calls
to his known mobile phone numbers went
unanswered as his phone remained switched
off. Word on his disappearance became the
talk of the village as boda boda riders gave an
account of how Bonnie ferried 2 unknown
pillion passengers towards Nzangathi general
direction the previous night, and had not been
seen since then. A search team consisting of
boda bodariders, friends and family launched
a search for Bonnie and at around llam, a
half naked body of a male person in his early
twenties was found with a rope tightly tied
around the neck to a tree. Their worst fears
were confirmed when the lifeless body was
confirmed to be that of Bonnie who had gone
missing the previous night.

A report was immediately made at Nzambani
police station prompting action by police. An
offence of Robbery with Violence had been
committed, a life lost and property stolen. It
was now a question of who perpetrated it. DCI
officers were called to process the scene and
take over the case.
Besides Bonnie’s
half naked body

rock. PHOTO/DCI

Scene Support services established that the
deceased might have been strangled against
atree and pressure applied by a high powered
equipment which in this case was suspected
to be the stolen motorbike. The body was
then dragged on the ground over a distance
causing the deceased’s pants to be pulled
down to his feet.While the description of the
attackers remained scanty the investigating
team  maintained their appeal for
information and developed arapportwith the

apprehensive
(11 members of
the public. And

were pieces of - - in.a re\\’arding
broken plastic The dl‘Op Oﬁ pOInt IS strike of
glass believed - - luck, a source
to be pieces of Strateglca“y Sltuated “’htf’ gave
the dashboard information
shield from at about 500metres acting on strict
the  motorcycle condition of

Bonnie had before

from the famous

anonymity
revealed

his murder. The -
motorbike was Nzambanl ROCK and at that [1}@ said
missing, his - - mot()rbll\je was
mobile  phones the NzangathllmutltUI seen  fuelling
and other personal - - - - on the fateful
effects. KltU| T'lunctlon night of June 15,
2022 at around
An investigative team comprising of | 9:30pmatNzangathi centre.

seasoned investigators, detectives from the
elite Criminal Research & Intelligence Bureau
(CR&IB) and Crime Scene Investigations from
Kitui County was assembled immediately
and tasked with pursuing the perpetrators
of the heinous act and bring them to justice.
With scanty leads available, investigators
took note of the simmering tension propelled
by the political mood occasioned by the
fast approaching 2022 General elections.
They embarked on a desperate appeal for
information from members of the public
while at the same time assuring the bodaboda
community at Kiini that investigations were
actively underway and no stone would
be left unturned in pursuit of justice for
Bonnie. Preliminary findings by the Crime

The investigating team visited the petrol
station and interviewed the initially tensed
attendant who gave a corroborating lead
about a motor cycle with one pillion
passenger that actually drew fuel at his petrol
station in the late hours of the that night. He
further gave information that the payment
was facilitated by the pillion passenger who
directed a distant mobile user to send Sh300
directly to the attendant’s number since
the till number was temporarily suspended.
This breakthrough inspired hope. The team
resorted to a detailed analysis through cyber
forensics and digital data exploitation while
conducting background checks of three
persons of interest whose identities had been
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A view of Yatta plateau in the horizon from the top of Nzambani

A ladder used to access the top of the rock. PHOTO/DCI

partially established scientifically, while
remaining open to more leads from members
of the public. On June 19, 2022 the first suspect
namely Joshua Kilula Ndulu was arrested at
his rural home in Kathonzweni Sub-County
within Makueni County. His involvement
was ascertained when it was established
that he had paid for the fuel drawn by the
suspects on the fateful night. A SIM card used
in the transaction was found in his possession
and confirmed to be registered under his
name. The suspect however denied sending
money to fuel the motorcycle and having any
other business with the main suspects who
were still at large. He defensively claimed to



have known one of the key suspects by the
name Jose as an ordinary acquaintance and
a hawker whom he had met in the course
of his routine pig farming activities at Sultan
Hamud town, along the border of Makueni
and Kajiado Counties. While detectives were
analysing the information that they had
gathered, another trace emerged. One of the
deceased phones became active at Wamunyu
town and later in Yathui Marekt centre in
Machakos County where two youthful men
were arrested in connection with it and the
handset recovered. In their statements, the
duo recorded having bought the same phone
at a throw-away price from two unknown
strangers whose physical descriptions fitted
those given by the first witness who was
with the deceased before the murder. They
narrated that the two men looked tired,
dusty and hungry and claimed to be selling
the phone in order to buy food. They said
that they didn’t know them any further but
expressed certainty that they would identify
them physically if they met them.

Meanwhile, the suspects’ profiling done
by cyber forensics experts suggested that
the suspects were surviving on a shoestring
budget, lacked proper accommodation
and were desperate to make ends meet at
whatever cost. It was only a matter of time
before the detectives caught up with them.
However, the thought that the thugs would
strike again elsewhere was unimaginable but
a reality that detectives had to appreciate.
Through intelligence leads, the detectives
identified a middle aged business lady whom
they later established to be the mother to one
Kimanthi Maliti, a youthful young man who
dropped out of school and joined the boda
boda sector which he did part time.

On June 26, 2022 they visited Kinze market
centre in Mbooni East Sub-County within
Makueni County where the lady of interest
was traced and found to be hosting the duo.
In her statement to detectives, she said
that the two Kimanthi Maliti and Manzu
Mutambuki, the second suspect arrived
home on June 25, 2022 from an unsuccessful
job-hunting attempt in Machakos”A search
was conducted in the house and crucial
exhibits linking the suspects to the murder
recovered. The two were arrested and
escorted to Kitui police station where an
identification parade was duly conducted.
Witnesses identified both suspects Manzu
Mutambuki and Kimanthi Maliti, positively.
The investigating team established that
the two travelled from Sultan Hamud to
Kitui, Nzambani and Nzangathi before the
incident and then back to Sultan Hamud on
the night of the incident. All this while, they
were in constant but guised communication
with one Joshua Ndulu, who facilitated the
movement of the robbed motorcycle and
later paid Sh10,000 to Mutambuki after
they arrived in Sultan Hamud the following
day. Further investigations revealed that

Manzu Mutambuki did not know how to

The prime suspects in the murder
Kimanthi Maliti and Manzu
Mutambuki shortly after being
arrested. PHOTO/DCI

ride a motorcycle but Kimanthi Maliti
did. From the first witness account,
the taller suspect Mutambuki led the
negotiations at Kiini bodaboda stage
regarding the Sh200 that was to be paid
as fare. And from the attendant at the
Nzangathi based fuel station, it was the
pillion passenger who spearheaded the
payment, a quite unusual occasion. This
reliably informed the opinion on the
duo’s mode of operation, that Kimanthi
Maliti accompanied Manzu Mutambuki
(o Kitui and to the scene for the purpose
of riding away the stolen motorcycle,
facilitated by Joshua Ndulu.

The (rio were arraigned before the
Chief Magistrate’s Court in Kitui and
charged with the offence of robbery
with violence, marking the onset of
a hopeful legal battle. The success of
investigations in this case was not only
attributed to the team of investigators
but the support received from host
police commands and the local
administration officers at the various
jurisdictions traversed alongside gallant
and willing members of the public who
volunteered information that rekindled
hope for justice.

The writer of this story is Kitui
County’s Criminal Investigations
Officer and a former Deputy
Director in-charge of Operations at
DCI headquarters.

Joshua Ndulu,
who facilitated the
movement of the
stolen motorcycle, %
shortly after his 8
arrest. -
PHOTO/DCI
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Ban on exploitation of sandalwood still in
force: Environment CS Tuya

By Constable Mwanajuma Shame

he Cabinet Secretary of the Ministry of Environment, Climate

Change and Forestry Hon Roselinda Soipan Tuya on March 1,

2023 oversaw the destruction of 13.5 tonnes of sandalwood

during a brief ceremony at the DCI Headquarters where she
was the chief guest.The wood, which is extracted from endangered
species of trees around the country’s forests was seized during various
sting operations in the country and majorly in Samburu County. While
making her remarks, the Cabinet Secretary said that the exercise
was very symbolic and it demonstrated the commitment, resolve
and teamwork of the various stakeholders present, to dismantle the
networks that continuously seek to benefit from the growing illicit
trade of sandalwood and its products.

The Cabinet Secretary
also noted that the global

maintained that the ban on its harvest which was effected by the
Government in 2007 was still in force. The Cabinet Secretary added
that the public destruction of the wood demonstrated the commitment
by multi-stakeholders including the Kenya Forest Service, DCI, the
Office of the Director Public Prosecutions, the Judiciary and the
Kenya Wildlife Service against destruction of forests through illegal
sandalwood harvesting in community forests.

On his part, the DCI Director Mr. Mohamed Amin emphasized that the
Fast African sandalwood is listed within the Wildlife Conservation
and Management Sixth Schedule as an endangered species, adding

* that it is in the same status as the white rhino, African elephant and

the blue whale. Mr Amin
further noted that the DCI
appreciates the need for

demand for the wood oil
had led to the creation

The harvesting and trade of sandalwood was

multi-agency cooperation
and collaboration in the

of an expansive illicit fight against  wildlife,
network of traffickers  criminalized in 2007 by the government, forestry —and  fisheries
who sought to exploit - - - - - crimes in  Kenya, and
community .and Kenya followmg increased explmtatlon of the aromatic 'flckpo\\.'ledged tha! no
ljorest 5erv1ce—managed tree whose roots are used for the manufacture institution  can smglq
forests to harvest the handedly manage this

wood. While admitting
that the overexploitation
of the tree continued
to prevail, CS Tuya,
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of medicines and cosmetics.

fight. The DCI appealed
to members of the public
to continue sharing
information through the



DCI Fichua hotline number 0800 722 203.
Also present during the exercise was the U.S
Ambassador to Kenya, H.EE Meg Whitman,

KES Chief Conservator Mr Julius Kamau
and Kahawa Law Courts Senior Principal :
Magistrate on. Boaz Ombewa among other ;

guests.

The destruction of the aromatic wood
followed the arrest and arraignment of a
senior police officer on October 5, 2022, after
he wasarrested in possession of over 13 tonnes
of Sandalwood in his compound. Calvin Juma
Boy Ombata, a Police Superintendent who
was deployed as the OCPD Samburu East,
in Samburu County, was arrested after two
police motor vehicles registration numbers
GKA 237Y Toyota Landcruiser and Isuzu
TS lorry registration number GKB 870T,
were found at his residence on September,
27, 2022, loaded to the brim with the said
consignment.

Farlier, sleuths based at the Serious Crimes
Investigations Unit had been tipped off :
regarding the illegal consignment and rushed

to the senior cop’s residence, where the
discovery and subsequent arrest was made.
Also arrested during the dusk raid were two
police drivers Constable Patrick Murigi and
Corporal Festus Saha, who were driving
the two vehicles. Mr Juma Boy pleaded not
guilty to the charge of being in possession
ol endangered species contrary o section
94(41) of the Wildlife Conservation and
Management Act 2013 and was released
on a bond of Sh2million and a surety of a
similar amount. The harvesting and trade of
sandalwood was criminalized in 2007 by the
government, following increased exploitation
of the aromatic tree whose roots are used for
the manufacture of medicines and cosmetics.

A burgeoning illegal trade has grown with

the demand for sandalwood increasing,

leading to its listing in the International

Union for Conservation of Nature's Red list of
threatened species.
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The Director DCI Mr. Mohamed Amin leads in the sandalwood destruction at the DCI Headquarters alongside
the Environment Cabinet Secretary Hon. Soipan Tuya on February 28, 2023. PHOTO/JONAH KIMANI

Environment Cabinet Secretary Hon. Soipan Tuya converses with the Director DCI Mr. Mohamed Amin ahead of the
Sandalwood destruction exercise on February 28, 2023. PHOTO/MWANAJUMA SHAME

L

P
U.S. Ambassador to Kenya H.E. Meg Whitman and Environment Cabinet Secretary Hon. Soipan Tuya make their
remarks during the Sandalwood destruction exercise at DCI Headquarters. PHOTO/MWANAJUMA SHAME
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DCI Environment Conservation Efforts
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UK minister for security Hon Tom Tugendhat assisted by the Deputy Director DCI Mr Ireri Kamwende (in spectacles)

plants a tree at the Mazingira Complex during his maiden visit to DCI Headquarters. Looking on is the Director DCI Mr

Mohamed Amin. PHOTOS/ NELSON KIPRUTO

ollowing the

call on all Kenyans and

particularly  civil  servants

to be at the forefront in the
conservation of nature, the DCI has
embarked on the rehabilitation of
part of Karura forest that is next to
the DCI headquarters. It is important
to note that DCI headquarters was
hived out of the Karura forest. The
realization that Mazingira complex
displaced a fair chunk of this forest
has led the DCI to embark on a
major reafforestation effort, on every
available space.

presidential

Our efforts so far have led to the
planting of over 4,500 seedlings since
the beginning of this year. Senior
dignitaries including the Cabinet
Secretary for Environment Hon
Soipan Tuya, the U.S. Ambassador to
Kenya H.E Meg Whitman, German
BundesKkriminalamt (BKA) officers in
Nairobi and many other stakeholders,
have spearheaded these efforts. In

{ From a security

¢ this endeavour, we have received
. sponsorship from the Kenya lorest
. Service

(KFS) the Kenya Forestry
Research Institute (Kefri), Safari Park
Hotel, Mwangaza Mashinani, among
other organizations and individuals.
We thank our President for his
clarion call that, as a nation we should
develop the idea of marking all our

¢ occasions by planting remembrance
i trees.

This concept will
the country at all times. Imagine how
many (rees would be planted if every
Kenyan would mark their birthdays,
milestones, and other anniversaries

with planting trees!

perspective, the
Directorate recognizes the importance
of  environmental conservation
and its direct impact on security.
Environmental degradation depletes
essential resources thereby creating
stiff competition among humans and

i animals. When survival is threatened
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ensure
continuous reafforestation throughout | py gcarcity of resources, law and order

- is compromised. There can be no

The US Ambassador to Kenya H.E Ms Megan Whitman and the Director
DCI Mr Mohamed Amin plant a tree outside the Mazingira Complex main
reception on January 12, 2023. PHOTOS/ NELSON KIPRUTO

I TR

Environment Cabinet Secr-et-ary Hon. Soipan Tuya plants a tree a_t DCI-
Headquarters during a sandalwood destruction exercise on February 28,
2023. PHOTO/HASSAN CHAKA

Deputy Director DCI Mr Ireri Kamwende exhibits the handling and
placement of tree seedlings during planting to a delegation of foreign
nationals at a past event at DCI Headquarters. PHOTOS/ NELSON KIPRUTO

successful policing without addressing
human security issues of water, food,
and general wellbeing that emanates
from a balanced environment.
We welcome all our well-wishers
both corporate, non-governmental
organizations and individuals (o
join us in this noble effort. We have
enough space for all to plant trees.

The writer is the Deputy Director
of Criminal Investigations



STOLEN BABIES
Miracle Babies

Burying the ghosts of Pastor Deya

By Constable Nelson Kipruto

Pastor Gilbert Deya PHOTO/COURTESY

Infertile or post-menopausal
women who attended his church
in Peckham, Southeast London,
were told they could have “miracle”
babies. But the babies were always
delivered in backstreet clinics or
stolen from hospitals in Nairobi
shortly after delivery

Quote 1: “We asked the suspect
whether she could recall the exact
place she claimed to have given
birth, but instead she kept quiet.
This raised a lot of suspicion that
encouraged us to arrange for a
thorough search at her residence,”
says Corporal Mercy Makau.

gnes Njue arrived at

Nairobi’s Pumwani

Hospital Maternity

in  high spirits,
overjoyed by the thought of
motherhood. As labour pains
began and she was wheeled
into the ward, she reflected
on the nine-month journey
of pregnancy with a smile,
knowing that within a few
hours, she would be a brand
new mother. After braving
the pain and going through
the motions in the ward,
Agnes’s joy and hope would
be shattered.

Shortly after giving birth to
a healthy baby boy, she was
informed that her bundle
of joy had died. Iowever,
despite repeated requests,
the hospital failed to produce
the newborn’s body. She
felt dazed and confused.“So
I asked myself, who could
have taken my baby. You
are telling me that my baby
is dead, where is the body?
Who buried the body?”
Agnes asked the hospital

authorities. And they offered no convincing

answers. “I think my baby is somewhere,”
she says with tears rolling down her cheeks.
Ier son, Mucaria, was born in 2002. Ile might

i be alive or could be dead. He could be living

with strangers he thinks are his biological
parents. lle would be 19, if he’s still alive
today. Agnes is one of the dozens of parents
who thronged the former CID headquarters
in Nairobi’s Kilimani area on Valley Road
in 2004, when self-styled pastor Gilbert
Deya was implicated in the “miracle babies”

¢ scandal and charged with child-trafficking.

Several couples who came forward identified
Pumwani - Kenya’s biggest public maternity
hospital - as the place where their babies
had vanished.Many of the parents, who
have come forward since the revelations
surrounding Archbishop Deya, claim their

¢ babies disappeared while in hospital, raising

fears of a child-trafficking network. Deya,
a stonemason-turned-pastor of London-
based Deya Ministries, came under the
international police watch after concerns
were raised about suspect dealings in his

¢ church in 2004. Infertile or post-menopausal :

: women
i Peckham, Southeast London, were told they
¢ could have

who attended his church in
“miracle” babies. But the babies
were always “delivered” in backstreet clinics
or stolen from hospitals in Nairobi shortly
after delivery. lle’s said to have taken female
followers from his UK church to Kenya after
giving them herbs to make them believe

¢ they were pregnant before presenting them

with stolen babies. After being exposed by
the British media, he moved to Scotland, and
was arrested in Edinburgh in 2006 under an
international arrest warrant issued by Kenya.
But he resisted deportation to Kenya. llis
fight against extradition ended in 2017 when

¢ his application for a judicial review was

dismissed by UK judges. l1e was extradited to
Kenya to face charges of stealing five children
between 1999 and 2004. Stephen Gashingo
and his wife were among the parents who
visited the CID headquarters in 2004, waiting

i forauthorisation for a DNA test. This was after

police seized 11 children from a cartel linked
to Deya. A further nine were taken from the
Nairobi home of Deya’s wife, Mary Anyango
Deya, at Mountain View Estate.

DNA tests confirmed that only one of the

i children belonged to Mrs Deya. Contrary

to the Deyas’ claims that they were miracle
babies, police established the infants were
either stolen from Pumwani or delivered in
backstreet clinics in Nairobi. Parents couldn’t
identify their children as they were stolen

: soonafterbirth. Police gave the babiesnumber

tags. DNA profiles were used to match the
babies with their biological parents. Gashingo
and his wife believed that the child identified
only as “Baby 14” could be their son. But
they failed to pick him out. Mrs Gashingo
was taken to Pumwani Maternity Iospital

¢ in May 2000 after complications following

the delivery of her child. But three days after
the birth, Gashingo was told the child had
passed away. Ile was shown the body of a
new-born - but the corpse did not have his
son’s distinguishing birthmark. “I told them

i that wasn’t my Kid because he didn’t have

that mark, the birthmark,” the father recalls.
Stephen was so convinced that the baby
was not his that he refused to take it home
for burial. John Ndonye’s son was born in
Pumwani in 1998. A day later, he was told the
boy had died. A nurse showed him the body

¢ of a newborn, which he instantly rejected. “1

suspected foul play. I told her the baby was
not mine,” he says. Most of the parents who
lost their children in the Deya syndicate were
poor people. Detectives camped at Pumwani
for days, investigating possible links between

i Pumwani, and the Deyas. But it provided a

hurricane task due to the intricate web of
child trafficking. The scandal first broke out
when it emerged that the Deyas had claimed
that their prayers could make infertile and
post-menopausal women fall pregnant
in four months, and without intercourse.

i Mrs Deya hersell purported (o have gotten
i pregnant and given birth to children through
¢ the mighty prayers from her prelate husband.
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At 7.10am on September 10, 2005, Police
received a call :

Constable Fatuma lladi
from an unknown number. The caller later
identified himself as Archbishop Gilbert Deya
calling from London. He explained to IFatuma
that the reason for calling was to inform her
that his wife had given birth to a ‘miracle’

baby boy at the Kenyatta National Hospital :

in Nairobi, and urged her to go and witness
the miracle first hand.Immediately after the
call ended, Fatuma dialled Lilian Kiamba’s
telephone number. Lilian was then the officer
in charge of the Serious Crime Unit at the CID
Headquarters and IFatuma worked under her.

“] was just getting ready for work when ‘!

officer Fatuma called and informed me about
an international call she had received. 1
promptly called Corporal Mercy Makau, who
was on duty, and we proceeded to Kenyatta
National Hospital,” Kiamba narrates in her

testimonials. Kiamba said she and Mercy :

had known about Mrs Deya since they
charged her with a case of child stealing,
which was pending in court. On arrival at
the hospital’s maternity wing, they bumped
into a Mr Muthiani, the chief security officer,
who confirmed that Mrs Deya had, indeed,

been admitted to the hospital while carrying !

an infant she claimed to have delivered. The
two officers were not at all surprised. They
had dealt with the said patient several times
before. But for the sake of investigations to
get to the bottom of the matter, patience was
not an option.

“We were (old that Mrs Deya was in the
examination room since the nurse on duty
had her own suspicions of false delivery
which she reported to the doctor,” recalls
Lilian. As they were waiting for a report from

the doctor, Lilian and Mercy were taken to

the labour ward by Betty, the duty nurse. “She
showed us a baby boy who had a tag on its leg
written Baby Mary Deya. The baby had been
separated from the mother and was in good
condition,” recalls Lilian. In company of a Dr

Michen, the Deputy Director of the hospital, :

the two officers went to Mrs Deya’s bed. The
doctor told her about the medical reports,
categorically stating that she did not deliver
the baby as she had alleged. Immediately
after her discharge, the two officers arrested
her. “Afteridentifying ourselves, we informed

her that she was under arrest and the reasons

for her arrest. \We took her to a private room
where we conducted an exhaustive search
and recovered some cash and two mobile
phones under her armpits,” states Mercy. The
alleged mother of the ‘miracle’ baby was then

escorted to her house in Nairobi’s Mountain

View Estate where she changed into her
own clothes and the hospital uniform was
returned to the duty nurse. “We asked the
suspect whether she could recall the exact
place she claimed to have given birth, but
instead she kept quiet. This raised a lot of

suspicion that encouraged us to arrange for

a thorough search at her residence,” says
Mercy. At 1900hrs, the officers removed the
suspect from Parklands Police Station cells
and proceeded to Kabete Police Station where

M

they received reinforcement. Under tight
security of four armed uniformed officers,
they arrived at the suspects’ residence. “In
the servant quarters, we found an elderly man
whom Mary alleged to be her father, while
in the main house, we found Martin (her
nephew), a house help and another woman
she alleged to be her aunt. We left later after a
search,” Sergeant Mercy recounts.

On September 13, 2005, blood samples of
the suspect and the ‘baby’ were taken for
DNA analysis at the Government Chemist.
“We also took with us the placenta that
the suspect alleged to be from the birth
she had at Nairobi Hospital before she was
transferred to Kenyatta National Iospital,”
Mercy adds. That Mrs Deya gave birth on her
way to hospital and the findings by doctors of
the ‘miracle baby’ being older than the time
given baffled the hospital staff. At 12.30am
on the September 10, Salome Kanyi, a nurse
at the Nairobi Iospital was at her work bay.
To her, it was just a normal working shift. In
the blink of an eye, the normal activities were
disrupted when she heard the emergency
bell ring. She and her colleagues rushed
to the emergency door to check what was
happening. “I saw a saloon car that had just
arrived. 1 approached the vehicle and on
opening the back door, I saw a chubby lady
appearing exhausted with a bundle of blood
soaked Kkhangas beside her. Next to the car
was a woman who identified herself as a
Good Samaritan, who had found a woman
struggling to give birth,” narrated Salome.
Being an experienced nurse, Salome hastily
unwrapped the Khangas and was preparing
to help the woman into the facility when she
noticed something. “Inside the blood-soaked
Khangas, I saw a baby boy wrapped and it was
attached to a placenta. I immediately took the
baby to the resuscitation room and separated
it from the placenta using a cord clump.” She
vividly recalls the baby crying loudly, covered
in vernix Caseasa and blood. It was a sight she
was used to after working at the facility for
years. “I neatly wiped the baby and took him
to the observation room, which was much
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warmer. The baby was later examined by Dr
Matu and transferred to Kenyatta National
Hospital in good condition,” recalls Salome.
The woman claiming to have given birth to
the child was referred to Kenyatta national
hospital as well. At 4.00am, on September 10,
2005, Joseph Nzoka Ngwae, was carrying out
his normal duties at the Kenyatta National
Hospital’s medical records office when he
noticed a sudden influx of patients being
pushed to the labour ward. A middle-aged
man approached, requesting the admission
of a woman who had just undergone labour.
“Iler name was Mary Deya and that she had
a record at the facility. 1 did the admission
as per the details given and then man paid
the normal fee of Sh4, 650,” recalls Nzoka.
Nzioka noticed that the man looked nervous.
“The man was clearly unsettled. Ilis shoes
were all muddy despite there being no rains.
Out of curiosity, 1 inquired from him where
he was from and he told me that he was from
Ngong,” he adds.

The ‘patient’ was booked into Room 112
where she awaited to be attended to by a
doctor. Upon examination, it was established
that the suspect had not been pregnant
and that the size of her uterus was normal,
with no sign of having held a baby prior to
her allegations. It was also revealed that
she was probably menopausal. Dr James
Kiarie, the head of Department Obstetrics
and Gynaecology at the KNI, said the DNA
samples taken from both the suspect and
the child didn’t match. “The woman’s blood
group was AB rhesus positive, while the
baby’s was A rhesus positive. This indicated
that the two were not related whatsoever as
mother and child,” Dr Kiarie said. Mary Deya
was eventually found guilty of stealing a baby
and giving false information.Kibera Senior
Principal Magistrate Grace Nzioka said she
was satisfied that Deya’s wife had stolen the
child and given false information that she
had given birth. The court heard that Mrs
Deya stole the baby from Kenyatta National
Hospital on September 10, 2005. In the
judgment, the magistrate said: “1 am satisfied



that there is sufficient evidence to sentence

the accused to three years in jail for stealing
the baby and additional two years each of :

the two counts of giving false information.”
Kenya police then lodged a request to their
UK counterparts for the extradition of
Archbishop Gilbert Deya. Deya was under

scrutiny over an international baby-snatching ;

ring and more investigations revolved around
the disappearance of babies from Nairobi’s
Pumwani Maternity Hospital and involved
suspects in Britain, Ghana, Nigeria, Uganda,
and Kenya. Police have previously received
reports involving disappearance of new
born babies from Pumwani and Mama Lucy
Kibaki hospitals.In November 2020, Police
arrested the CEO of Mama Lucy Kibaki
Hospital, Dr Emma Mutio, and two others, as
investigations into the theft of babies scandal
hit the headlines.

The baby theft syndicate at the hospital
involved many players including the
administrator, Dr Regina Musembi, and a
Mr Makallah Fred Leparan. The suspects,
including Dr Mutio, were charged with
trafficking in children in Umoja and
Embakasi estates in Nairobi. According to
investigations, babies were sold at Mama Lucy
Kibaki Hospital for between Sh100,000 and

Sh300,000. The arrests followed the expose of {

a child theft syndicate by the Deya Ministries.
The pastor, who claimed that infertile UK
couples were able to conceive after prayers,
denied allegations that the “miracle babies”
were stolen from Kenya. The controversial,
then UK-based, Kenyan televangelist Deya
was repatriated on August 4, 2017, to face
child trafficking and abduction charges. The
televangelist had lost a long-standing court
battle against the extradition, having argued
that it would breach his human rights to send

him back to his home country. In September

2011, Britain’s then Interior minister Theresa
May, ordered that Deya be returned to Kenyan
authorities after he exhausted all his avenues
of appeal. His extradition was first ordered
in December 2007 but he filed an appeal. In
opposing his extradition, Deya claimed he
was likely to face torture and inhuman and
degrading treatment if sent back to Kenya.
Back in Kenya in mid-2019, Deya announced
to his followers that he was back in the gospel
ministry. He proceeded to set up a church in
Nairobi along Mombasa Road. Through the
DCI’s Serious Crime Unit, the child-snatching
syndicate was demolished and Mrs Deya
and other accomplices convicted and jailed.

Kenyan mothers can now breathe a sigh of

relief, assured of the safety of their children.
In April 2020, Deya’s case hearing was
delayed because of the Covid-19 pandemic.
However, it resumed in early 2021. Deya’s
legal team launched a bid to block prosecutors
from calling several witnesses from abroad
whose testimonies had been halted because
of the pandemic. However, Chief Magistrate
I'rancis Andayi rejected the bid. The trial is
ongoing at Nairobi’s Milimani Law Courts.

elda Gentah Adhiambo was a

17-year-old pupil at Bujumba

Primary who had been living

with her grandparents at
Bujumba village, Butula Sub-County,
Busia County for twelve years. ller
parents, who reside in Nairobi, had
been forced to leave her and one of her
brothers in the village due to financial
constraints in the big city. The couple
had five children, Ielda being the second
born.For years all was well. Ielda was
Kknown to be an obedient, respectful and
an overall well-mannered girl who also
accorded her studies optimal seriousness
and her grades reflected such.lelda
woke up early on Saturday May 4, 2019
to go to the farm with her grandmother,
brother and younger cousin. By 6.00 am,
the four were at their farm, tools at hand
and together they weeded a portion of
their sorghum farm.When the clock
clicked 8.00am, their grandmother
Bentah Juma Othieno bid them goodbye
and left to get ready to attend an event
at the nearby ACK church, least did she
did think it was the last time she would
see her granddaughter with breath in her
body.When their grandmother left, she
instructed Ilelda to head to the nearby
community borehole and fetch water to
be used at home. She was instructed to
take the jerrycans there early enough to
earn her a spot among the first ones to
fetch water.

The water point, which was about 200
meters away from their home, was
usually opened thrice a day. At 5am in
the morning, 2:30pm in the afternoon
and at 5pm in the evening. Helda left
home at noon to be among the front
queues, leaving her 7-year-old cousin,
Ruth, behind. When the grandmother
got home at around 5.30pm, she found
Ruth all alone. Upon inquiry of Ilelda’s
whereabouts, the little girl said that
Helda did not return and she did not
locate her when she went to look for her.
She however reported to have found the
jerry cans Helda had earlier on taken to
the water point to book an early spot,
still there unattended and brought them
home.When Benta’s husband got home
that evening, she informed him that
Helda had not come back home yet.
Since she was a well-mannered girl,
they didn’t see much cause for alarm but
instead reckoned that she might have
gone (o her aunt, Valley, who owned a
salon nearby. It was normal for Ilelda
to go to the salon and help out her aunt,
and would even sleep over whenever

they were unable to complete a job before
nightfall. They, nonetheless, harboured a bit
of skepticism because llelda would never
sleep over at Valley’s without first seeking
their permission. They were however
shocked to wake up the following morning
to find that Ielda had not returned. Being a
Sunday, Helda’s grandparents woke up early
to prepare for church. Johnstone Othieno,
Ielda’s grandfather, went to church but the
grandmother was left behind after voicing
fatigue concerns. Before leaving for church,
Johnstone asked his wife Bentah to not be
harsh with Helda when she comes back
home, but instead inquire politely what made
her to stay away from home the whole night
without seeking permission.At midday, Helda
had not turned up yet and that prompted
Benta to go to the home of Ilelda’s aunt, only
to find that she was not there either. This
absence meant that Ielda was missing, thus
a search for her started.

On May 6, 2019, Bentah went to the farm
stopping multiple times along the way to ask
about Ilelda whenever she met any of her
friends on the way, but they all shook their
heads; none had any information. She was
now engulfed in intense worry which elicited
her decision to abandon farm duties to report
the matter to the village elder, Livingstone
Ongono. The village elder reassured her that
he would make an announcement about the
missing girl at a burial ceremony which was
being held within the village. She went home
and agreed with her husband that he should
report the matter to the sub-chief while she
would report to Helda’s school authorities. On
her way, she would stop and ask the people
she met who knew Ielda but none had seen
her. Bentah made the difficult phone call to
Helda’s mother and informed her that her
daughter had been missing for two days but
they were actively and relentlessly searching
for her.

She proceeded to lelda’s school, but she
did not find the headteacher as he had
already left since it was late past school
hours. She went back home and returned the
following morning to report the matter to the
headteacher. Ile also had no clue of Ielda’s
whereabouts. e advised her to report the
matter to the police, while promising to
support the grandmother’s quest to find
her granddaughter.Bentah went back home
and explained to her husband what the
headteacher told her and he decided he
would go to Bumala Police Station while
her wife prepared lunch for the other school
going children.After lunch the children went
back to school but a few moments later,
loud shrieks from two children cut through
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the tranquility like a sharp butcher’s knife
through a tender chunk of veal. The two

children, Brian and Steve, called out Bentah’s
name and informed her between busts of

hefty breaths that their mother, Metrine
Nafula, had sent them with the news that an
oldlady’s body waslying dead at the boundary
of their shamba. Brian further explained that
she was dressed in a skirt with brown flowers
with a white top. Bentah felt her ticker’s lub-
dubs gain both velocity and vigor in her chest.

Her knees lost their willingness to supporther
body. She wished the child had misspoken or ;
was at least suffering from color blindness

because the attire he had described perfectly
matched what her granddaughter, Helda, had
on the last time anyone had seen her. They
all rushed to the scene. On arrival, they saw
the body, which was lying face down with
the left hand tucked under it. The left hand
was on the side but with the wrist missing. It

had already started to decompose and Bentah
needed not see the face to confirm her worst :

fears. The clothes and shoes on the body
were enough to confirm indeed that was her
granddaughter’s lifeless body.

The search had ended abruptly, but with
that ending was the genesis of unfathomable
agony and anguish that engulfed everyone
present. No one knew what Killed Ilelda

nor who did it. How would she break the :
news to llelda’s parents? low would she

break the news to her grandfather? Ilad she
failed to take care of the children entrusted
to her? Iler wailing attracted a crowd at the
scene, everyone wanting to get a glimpse
of the life cut short.After a while, Bentah
composed herself and called his husband to
inform him of the incident. Johnstone had
not reached the police station and wanted

o go back home, but Bentah urged him (o :
proceed to the police station and convey

the new development. A few minutes later
DCI officers from Bumala and the area chief
arrived at the scene. The scene was near
Metrine’s home and the officers conducted
a search inside and around said home.In one
of the houses in the compound that belonged
to Dennis Ogolla Otsieno, one of Metrine’s

sons, a pair of stained, white, flowery panties :
was found in a crevice between the roof and :
walls which Helda’s grandmother positively

identified as her late granddaughter’s. As
the search was intensified, a green lesso
with blue plastic sandals wrapped in it was
found buried inside an old pit latrine. The
grandmother confirmed they too belonged to
Ielda and even rushed to her house to bring
amatching piece of the same leso since it had
been bought as a pair.

When Metrine saw the discovery of the
lesso and sandals, she took off together
with her son. Eagle eyed villager alias Sonko
noticed she was nowhere to be found and
immediately alerted the crowd. Boda-boda
riders started pursuing her and in a jiffy, she
was brought back to the scene. The boda-

boda riders found her on the road not far

from her home. ller
actions only made
the already infuriated
public believe that
she was  behind
Helda’s murder.
They had started to
rain blows and Kicks
on her but she was
lucky to be whisked
away by the police
and taken to Bumala
Police Station.
Helda’s body was put
in the police vehicle
and her grandmother |
plus other relatives |
present accompanied
it to Sega Mission
Hospital mortuary for
further  processing.
It was when she went back home, that the
grandmother decided to update Helda’s
mother of the unfortunate development.
The village was in a somber mood, everyone
walked home narrating the infuriating
incident. Metrine was questioned at the
station and was also told to present her son
Brian, who first identified the body.Brian
confirmed that indeed she saw the body
when he was going to pick mangoes at the
shamba and he rushed to inform neighbors.
A search began to join the dots on who could
have Killed Ilelda. Metrine was detained at
the station as her son Dennis Ogolla Otsieno,
who was suspected to be last seen with the
girl, was being sought. On May 13, 2019,
an autopsy was conducted on the body of
the deceased by Dr. Ilillary Kiplangat in
the presence of police officers and family
members. It revealed that the cause of death
was asphyxia due to manual strangulation
and abdominal trauma.

The following day, a team of detectives from
the Homicide section of the Serious Crime
Unit based at the DCI Headquarters went
to Bumala to assist with the investigation.A
second post mortem would later be conducted
on May 25, 2019 by Dr. Dixon Mchana, a
government pathologist in the presence of Dr.
Kiplangat, family members of the deceased,
IHomicide team and Scenes of Crime officers
from DCI. The essence of the second autopsy
was to obtain samples from the body for
further analysis. With the autopsy out of
the way, DCI detectives began the drudgery
to unravel the mystery that was Ilelda’s
passing. They would not rest until they found
and brought to book the strangler who had

i deprived the young girl of her existence. The
¢ first suspect was Metrine Nafula Wepukhulu.

Aside from the discovery of the deceased
garments within her homestead, she had
skedaddled when the said evidence was
discovered. llowever, upon interrogation,
she relentlessly distanced herself from any
Kknowledge or involvement with the murder.
DCI detectives sought a second suspect, who
naturally was Dennis Ogolla Otsieno. I1is was
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the house where the garments were found.
Working on intelligence, the DCI team raided
a building within Manyatta Estate in Kisumu
on May 22, 2019 and nabbed Ogolla. I1e had
fled to Kisumu after the incident, the arm of
the law stretches a lot further than Kisumu.
Ogolla admitted to having been with Ielda
on May 4, 2019 between 11.00am and noon,
but refuted to having Killed her, saying they
had been dating for close to two years and
he cared about her. Ile also claimed to have
no knowledge of how her attire had found
its way into his house.With evidence at hand
and suspects, the detectives set out to gather
third and final ingredient to completely
unraveling the mystery of who the murderer
was. They needed witnesses. The only person
who had seen the deceased in the company
of Ogolla prior to her death was also the one
who had discovered her body. It was time to
question Brian.

Brian Otsieno was a 10 year old STD 1 pupil
at Bujumba Primary School. On the day Helda
met her mortality, Brian’s eldest brother,
Ogolla, had sent him to call her to his house
after seeing her on her way to the water
point, to which he gleefully obliged. Ogolla
then sent Brian to fetch water after Ielda had
entered his house.On his way home, Brain
reported hearing a girl scream and a few
moments later seeing Ogolla walking out of
the house carrying a bag. Ile would not see
Helda again until three days later, when on a
quest to find juicy, refreshing mangoes from
the farm, “I saw a swarm of flies from nearby
shrubs,” stated Brian, “which prompted me
to move close only to find that it was a dead
body.”The detectives charged Dennis Ogolla
Otsieno with murder contrary o section 203
as read with section 204 of the penal code.
On December 2, 2020 the Iligh Court at Busia
acquitted Dennis Ogolla Otieno of murder
charges since it did not adduce evidence to
prove existence of malice after thought, but
found him guilty of manslaughter contrary
to section 202 as read with section 205 of the
penal code beyond any reasonable doubt and
sentenced him to 15 years imprisonment.
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MURDER MOST HORRID;

= "How Rwﬁa\nda-Based Businessman Met His
sabeath |n His Kiambu Palatial Home




ad George Mwangi, a Rwanda

based engineer, known that he

would return home for a holiday

o be brutally murdered in his
own bedroom by people believed to be close
to him, he would have most likely opted to
remain in Kigali.But as fate would have it,
the 58-year-old husband and father of three
who had returned home on September 13,
2022, was Killed in cold blood hours before
his return flight and his body dumped in
Kieni forest in Kiambu county.

As detectives investigating the murder most
foul gathered, George Mwangi of Double M
International based in Kigali, Rwanda, was
Killed following what was suspected to be
a love affair involving him and his mistress
identified as Lucy Muthoni, a secretary at
a local school. The deceased’s wife Gladys
Chania, a Kiambu based politician who
unsuccessfully vied for the Kiambu \Woman
Rep position in the last elections was been
identified as the main suspect behind the
murder.

Detectives based at the Crime Research
& Intelligence Bureau and the Homicide
department who combed the scene of the
murder immediately after the incident was
reported, recovered some of the murder
weapons believed to have been used to Kkill
the Rwanda based engineer. The weapons
were hidden in the master bedroom, the
primary scene of the murder. The sleuths also
recovered blood-soaked bed sheets, curtains
and clothes hidden in a locked room adjacent
to the master bedroom, indicating that the
deceased was Killed in the bedroom.

-
Forensic experts (above and below) from DCI document

a scene at George Mwangi’s Kiambu home.
PHOTO/MIKE MUGO

Forensic experts based at the Crime Scene
Investigations unit also detected blood
splatter patterns on the bedroom walls,
wardrobe and along the stairway indicating
that the father of three was Killed in the house
before his body was dumped Kkilometres
away. George Mwangi was reported missing
by his wife Gladys Chania, on October 11,2022
at 8pm at Mwea Police Post in Gatundu North,
Kiambu County, vide OB No. 18/11/10/2022.

Casual labourers working in tea plantations
located in Kamunyaka,

discovered the deceased’s
lifeless body that was
wrapped in a polythene

bag and covered under
a heap of cartons on
Wednesday October 12,
2022 before informing
the area Chief who
reported the discovery
to authorities. George
Mwangi, had arrived

i splendid 5 bedroomed

: back into the country on September 13, from

Rwanda, where he is a contractor. An astute
businessman with interests in real estate, the
deceased had sired three children with the

i main suspect whom they had been married

for over 20 years. However, according (o
multiple sources, their union seemed to have

¢ been undergoing turbulent times since the

woman would mostly spend her time at their
Thika home while Mwangi would stay at the
Mang'u residence
whenever he was in the country.

Sometime in late 2021, a woman identified

i as Lucy Muthoni, who was looking for a

rental house met the deceased during one of
his visits from Rwanda. e offered him one

i of his rental houses next to his house and

it is from this point that their relationship
blossomed from that of a landlord and tenant
to one similar to Romeo and Juliet.Their love

i relationship was no longer a secret as every

time the deceased was home, he would be
spotted side by side

with the woman at local
entertainmentjointsand
other social gatherings.
Some of the family
members  intimated
to detectives  that
the deceased had
introduced Lucy (o
his family as his
second wife and she
was well known
to the extended
family. On the
fateful day of the
murder, Lucy had
accompanied the
deceased (0 a
family function
in Kimunyu where the

main suspect was also in attendance.
\ccording to some eyewitnesses, Lucy was
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on the driver’'s wheel of the deceased’s
double cabin truck registration number KBY
849M and after the family function, they
headed back to Mang'u. Upon arrival, she
parked the vehicle and left for her house
which is within the compound while the
deceased proceeded to his residence. The
main suspect had arrived earlier and was in
the house when the two arrived. That was the
last time the deceased was seen alive until
the discovery of his decomposing remains
in Kieni forest by curious casual labourers
working in KiamunyeKi tea farms.

Lucy told detectives that they had agreed to
go out on a date the following day but when
the deceased failed to call her at the agreed
upon time, she called two of his friends to
call him on her behalf and inform him that
it was about time. But the main suspect who
answered calls made to her husband’s phone
informed the callers that the deceased had
gone for a walk and left his phone behind.
Lucy had since refrained from calling the
deceased when his wife was around, after she
allegedly gave her a thorough dress down on
one occasion. According to the main suspect,
Gladys Chania, the deceased left the house on
Sunday at 10am on foot, leaving behind his

John Mwangi, who had worked at the home
for four years allegedly failed to return home
after he was sent to deposit some money
on Mpesa. Mwangi who was later arrested
turned into a state witness and was released
from custody by the Kiambu Law courts. The
newly hired employee who is also a suspect
in the murder told detectives that on the day
the deceased’s body was discovered, he had
been asked by the main suspect to assist her
in carrying a heavy load to the back cabin of
the truck, that was alleged to be destined for
the airport. When detectives arrested Gladys
Chania, she was driving the late husband’s
pickup truck, similar to that which had been
spotted by eyewitnesses headed towards
Kieni forest.

Preliminary examination of the truck
revealed blood stains on the floor of the cabin,
manila ropes and empty cement bags similar
to those found covering the body at the
scene. After conducting a thorough forensic
documentation of the house, detectives based
at the Crime Research & Intelligence Bureau,
Homicide department, FForensic Crime Scene
and Photographic units concluded that
George Mwangi was murdered in his bedroom
at the top floor of his house before his body

27, 2022, 17 days after he was murdered in
the same compound. llis cortege arrived
at his home in Mang’u, Gatundu North
Constituency at around 12pm ahead of the
final rites, from Kenyatta University Hospital
mortuary. In a tribute to her late husband,
the main suspect mourned her husband as a
caring and concerned family man. She said
that she regretted her husband’s untimely
death, saying it would be difficult to fit into
the shoes left by George Mwangi. The main
suspects’ sister Judy Chania, read the tribute.
A postmortem conducted by government
pathologist Johansen Oduor at the Kenyatta
University Teaching and Referral Hospital
revealed that Mwangi was hit several times at
the back of his head.

The report also showed that his left-hand
fingers had injuries believed to have been
sustained during the gruesome murder. A
prima facie case was established against
the main suspect Gladys Chania and Morris
Kamau Mbugua the second suspect, who
were both charged on November 2, 2022, at
the Kiambu law courts. Chania, is currently
in remand at the Langata \Women’s Prison
after she was denied bail by the High Court.
She has since filed a request for review to

A postmortem by government pathologist Johansen Oduor revealed that Mwangi
was hit several times at the back of his head while his left-hand fingers had
injuries believed to have been sustained during the gruesome murder.

mobile phone and never returned prompting
her to file a missing person’s report at Mwea
Police Post on Tuesday, September 11 at Spm.
However, on the same day she made her
report, eyewitnesses reported to have seen
a woman driving the deceased’s vehicle
towards Kiamunyaka centre, where the
vehicle developed a flat tyre and was fixed.
According to a statement by the mechanic
who fixed the tyre, the woman behind
the driver’s wheel asked for directions to
Naivasha and after she was directed, she
drove off.

Another witness who works at a tea collection
point in Kiamunyaka, remembered seeing
a fast-moving pick-up truck driven by a
woman at around 3pm, with aload protruding
at the back. She flagged the vehicle down
and asked the driver to slow down since her
luggage seemed to be falling from the vehicle.
But the vehicle sped towards Kieni forest
where the body was discovered the following
day wrapped in a black polythene under a
heap of cartons and empty bags of cement.
It is after the body was dumped that the
main suspect through a phone call at around
8pm, made a missing person’s report. The
detectives investigating the gruesome murder
also learnt that the main suspect had hired a
new employee identified as Morris Kamau on
the eve of the murder after their previous one
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was dumped at Kieni forest. Pieces of blood-
stained metal rods, blood-soaked bed sheets,
stained curtains and clothing were part of the
exhibits that were recovered in the house by
the sleuths based at the DCI National Forensic
Laboratory. The deceased was laid to rest in
a somber ceremony at his home on October

A drawer inside George Mwangi bedroom. PHOTO/
MIKE MUGO

be granted bond and the ruling is vet to be
issued. Meanwhile, the second suspect Morris
Kamau is also in remand at the Industrial
Remand Prison.




GUNS IN WRONG HANDS
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Proscribed Gunners: Sleuths’

scrupulous hunt for arsena

By Inspector Jonah Kimani

ntil March o6, 2023, little
Kknown about Dominic Ondari
Ombogi, 12. Open-source searches
would not find anything with that

combination of names, but not anymore. It is :
fair to say that henceforth, mentioning guns

in the wrong hands without all or either of the
names Dominic Ondari Ombogi in the same
sentence could render one less informed. In
layman’s understanding, a gun in any hand
other than that of a trained police officer
or a duly authorised member of the public

will translate to a dangerous criminal out to :
terrorize and violently rob the public, and the

weapon will have to have been stolen from
an armoury or robbed from a slain officer.

A classic case of this understanding are the

happenings of the night of March 28, 2020
when a gang took advantage of a heavy
downpour in Kisumu’s Muhoroni area,

and broke into Kibos Police Post armoury

stealing three rifles and over 150 rounds
of ammunition. The gang comprised of

ex-convicts of violent robberies and other
jailbirds, who thereafter embarked on a :

robbery spree to the terror of and outcry
by locals in Kisumu and the neighbouring

counties. To neutralize the well-coordinated ;

ring of criminals, the Directorate of Criminal
Investigations (DCI) set out for an all-out war

on the felons, powered by the spirit of “No

Guns for Gangs”.

was i

s on the loose!

\When the operation was called off after a
month of scrupulous manhunt for culprits,
rifles and pistols, hundreds of sim cards,
dozens of stolen mobile phones, machetes,
porches, identity cards and police uniforms
had been recovered and perpetrators who
surrendered arrested and arraigned. In
the end, the DCI had on its April 10, 2020
twitter post set a stern warning that “any
theft of firearms from the police must have
consequences”.But Ondari’s is a case of
modern-day criminal commercial enterprise,
where the mind-game triumphs over force
and muscles. With the numbers rising of
business operators seeking clearance to
own personal firearms, Ondari finds the
lifetime opportunity to get-rich-quick by
hoodwinking them into believing he is the
perfect guy to deal with.

According to statements recorded with the
police, Ondari came into the limelight in
2020 when he was mentioned in a firearm
theft case belonging to a deceased Narok-
based businessman. Mr. Tapapa Lengues (the
deceased) was a licensed firearm holder of
a pistol, having been cleared and certified
by the Central Firearm Bureau (currently
Iirearms Licensing Board - FLB).Upon his
demise in July 2020, his 23-year-old son
who was then a student at a renown private
university in the country was advised by the
family to seek audience with the area chief

i on the way to go with his late father’s firearm.

\fter consulting with other gun owners
known to him, the chief reached out to
Ondari whom he believed was a member of
the Firearms Licensing Board. In the varsity

; student’s statement, Ondari confirmed that

it was possible to transfer the gun ownership
into the name of the 23-year-old at a fee. The
journey to a racked ending started on 25th
July, 2020 when the chief, the victim and
his cousin travelled to a hotel in Mai Mahiu

to meet Ondari. The latter had allegedly

travelled from Nairobi for the important
meeting. In the meeting, Ondari had detailed
a choreographed presentation on the legal
requirements prior to the transfer of the
firearm, thereby demanding Shs70,000 as
facilitation fee for a firearms certificate and
civilian firearms identity card. The same was
given to him on the same day.

Days after in August, the civilian firearms
identity card bearing the names of the young
man was sent to him through the chief, after
which the Shs12,500 more was demanded

i to expedite the issuance of the firearm
i certificate. After the payment was made,

the complainant received his certificate
later in October via a parcel service matatu
that plied the Nairobi-Narok route. A month
later, Ondari had once again called upon

¢ the complainant asking him to urgently

present himself to the FLB headquarters
in Nairobi for vetting, insisting that he had

to carry with him the firearm and the two

loaded magazines his late father had been
issued with. He complied. When they met,
Ondari was in company of another female
friend whom he introduced as Faith Makena,

allegedly a colleague at the bureau.The DCI

magazine would later establish that Ondari

 was very strategic in his illegal dealings, in

that the names of persons he introduced to his
clients had to match with those of legit board
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members working in the firearms board.
Once in Nairobi, the complainant was taken
through “procedures” ranging from a real
shooting range in Industrial Area where he
was oriented to firearm safety and shooting,
and most importantly for the con artist, more
thousands of cash were obtained from him.

The complainant was then asked to hand
over his firearm to the lady to be taken for
ballistic examination
at

t h e

licensing
bureau headquarters,
which he did.
Unbeknownst to him, that
would be the last time
he ever corked his gun.
Both Makena and Ondari
vanished like pieces of
magnesium exposed to
water. Calls to them went unanswered. As
the complainant and his cousin travelled
back to Maasai-land, shreds of despondency
and despair were all that could be seen. The
chief was in equal shock, and so were the
contact persons that introduced Ondari to
the local administration. The complainant
sought police assistance and was directed to
DCI Headquarters - Complaints Directorate,
where his case was handed over to the Trans
National Organized Crime Unit (TOCU) to be
investigated.Ondari was later arrested and

of Inspector Gladys Mbula conducted an
overnight sting operation at the accused
i person’s Nguluni home in Matungulu,
 Machakos County on 5th March, 2023.
Armed with a search warrant, the team
confiscated an assortment of filled firearm
application forms, psychiatrist reports from
Mathari Referral Hospital bearing
different names, an original
seal for the Central Firearms
Bureau, various [Iirearm
Licensing Bureau and
Armatech Kenya Ltd rubber
stamps, four fake civilian
firearm certificates, forged
letters allegedly from the Nairobi
region police command and several financial
statements of the applicants.

i Ondari was cuffed the same night and
escorted to Muthaiga Police Station, as
detectives sought custodial orders to make
further recoveries. Ten days were granted.
After the successful recovery of the exhibits
i that the investigating team believes will

go a long way in tightening the case, the
DCI Corporate Communications and Public
Affairs office highlighted the arrest of the
serial felon under the headline, “DETECTIVES
i TIGHTEN THE NOOSE ON A SERIAL FELON™.
At the end of the March 6, 2023 thread
that detailed how Ondari and his gang
hoodwinked members of the public into
i believing that they were offering legitimate
i services, the office made an appeal to
“anyone who may have fallen victim of this
felony to present themselves to the Trans
National Organized Crime Unit offices at DCI
i Headquarters Block B Room 47.”

Somehow, thisappeal went to the amusement
of many and was sarcastically responded to

Biabylon Mayor 0K iy« 06 M
Reayingg I }
g *,...tha DCI appenls to smvyone who may have
- fofen victim of thés felony to presant
themsatves 1o the Tronsnatioral Oiganized
Crirme Unit atfices at DCl Headguearers Blotk B

Room 47..."

trending in the socials after the viral post by
the DCI corporate team. is fake firearms ID
card had been posted among the recoveries
made at Ondari’s house. Making his way
to the Mazingira Complex that is home for
the TOCU offices, all that went through
Jeremiah’s mind was the Kind of reception he
would get after voluntarily dragging himself to
the investigative agency. His story dated back
to 2011, over a decade ago.To his surprise, no
frowned faces welcomed him. No one was
out to intimidate him nor coerce him into a
confession of conspiracy or intent to commit
a felony. Instead, all the team wanted was to

As the complainant and his cousin travelled back to Maasai-
land, shreds of despondency and hopelessness were so
apparent. The Chief was in equal shock and so were the

arraigned, charged with stealing a firearm
and making a document without authority.
The court granted him a Sh. 500,000 bond.

But Ondari may well be said to have been
created for the underworld. Not even what
is arguably a harsh bond term awarded by
the court stopped him from furthering his
criminal activities. In fact, that his case
was active in court gave him a break from
those who were demanding their money
back after he failed to deliver on their
agreement. Even so, he remained on police
radar and the detectives handling his case
were hell-bent to stop him once and for all.
Acting on intelligence that Ondari was still
an active felon in the same undertakings, a
team of TOCU sleuths under the command

contact persons

by some, but to those who had indeed dealt
with Ondari, jitters raced fast through their
system as they heeded the call.Just a day
after the post, three victims of the hoodwink
who had for years believed they were legally
carrying firearms around reported to the

Narok County Criminal Investigation Office, :
dozens ;

surrendering their firearms and
of ammunitions, civilian firearm ID cards
and certificates. They also recorded their
statements. Other victims around Nairobi,
both Kenyans and foreigners, flocked into
TOCU offices and gave their side of the story,
equally surrendering their firearms and what
they learnt were fake firearm certificates.

Jeremiah Nanapu, 35, a businessman fro

Kajiado is one such victim who found himself :
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conduct an investigative interview, record his
statement and further its own investigation
from that point. Jeremiah remembers how he
applied for the firearm after a gang accosted
and Killed his father in 2011. He was also a
target and threats were occasionally sent
to him and his family. He had walked into
Kitengela Police Station and sought for
guidance on how to go about the application
and was guided accordingly. On February
2012, he made the application through the
same police station and the request was
forwarded through the procedural channels
until June when he received a strange call.
The caller claimed to be working at the
Central Firearms Bureau and informed him
that his application was successful. The caller



summoned him to the CIB offices as soon
as possible.True to the caller’s claims, when
Jeremiah arrived at the CI'B, he was ushered
into one of the offices and handed a firearm
certificate and a separate form to fill while
purchasing a firearm. He was linked to a
chain of contact persons who assisted him
to purchase a Taurus pistol which he held
until 2019 when a directive for fresh vetting
of civilian firearm holders was issued.To his
surprise, his application file was missing and
was also told that his firearm certificate was
fake. It replicated another genuine certificate
held by a different person. His firearm and
certificate were thus withdrawn and was
asked to make a fresh application.

As he walked out of the offices a devastated
man caught up in a cloud of anguish, a man
who introduced himself as a police officer
beckoned him to stop. He introduced himself
as Dominic Ondari, who said that he was
aware of what had happened to Jeremiah’s
file and that he’d assist in retrieving it.The
two exchanged their contacts and Kkept
communicating on the firearm subject.Along
the way, Ondari asked for Shs33,000 to
facilitate the process of retrieving the file and
running other “logistical” errands. He even
ushered Jeremiah to one of the CI'B offices to
prove to him that he was indeed part of the
staff working there. But after receiving the
better portion of the money, he vanished and
blocked his client.The next time Jeremiah
would hear of Dominic Ondari was when
he was posted on the DCI twitter handle as
a serial felon who was still battling similar
charges in court.Same was the shock that
struck two Israeli nationals when they were
summoned to DCI offices on suspicion of
having civilian firearms illegally.

Mr Halm (other name withheld) who runs
a security firm in Westlands Nairobi
stepped into the interview room armed
with what he believed were

.

An illegally acquired firearm with two magazines and
31 rounds of ammunition surrendered to the TOCU
detectives. PHOTO/JONAH KIMANI

duped at the firearm application stage,
encouraging him to surrender his weapon to
the detectives as well. He obliged.IFrom him,
a Glock 19 Pistol with two magazines, 80
rounds of ammunition, a firearm certificate
and civilian firearm ID card were recovered.
Others with similar stories to that of Jeremiah
Nanapu and Mr Halm include Ambrose, 34, (a
Narok-based businessman and other names
withheld) who had to surrender a Pietro
Beretta pistol, two magazines, 25 rounds of
ammunition and a firearm ID card all issued
to him by Dominic Ondari.In the late 2020
transaction with the accused who intercepted
his application file along the process,
Ambrose paid a total of over Shs264,000 and
other firearm certificate renewal charges
of Shs7,000 which he paid periodically.
Another victim, (Mark Massenke) also had
to surrender his documents, Pistol and 10

genuine civilian firearm rounds of ammunition.More victims
documents for over who have since become persons
four years. Upon of interest in the case have
examination s h 5 0 o o 0 0 surrendered their weapons,
they were | thanks to the call to do so by

found to
be fake.
Him and

a fellow
Israeli
were also
victims of
Ondari’s
duplicity.

At the
end of the
nterview,

Amount of
bond granted
by the City that poses a serious threat
Court to
Ondari.

the DCI media team, victims’
friends who notified them
of the post and the victims’
goodwill and cooperation.
To completely paralyse
dangerous venture

to national security, the
detectives have folded
their sleeves to bring to
book all who are the answer
to: how Ondari gets to know

his Glock
19 pistol, two “
agazines, 74 rounds

of ammunition and the

fake documents were seized

by the detectives.

Halm made a call to his fellow countryman
and informed him that they had been

who has applied for a civilian
firearm; at what point the firearm
application file is intercepted by
Ondari’s ring and applicants’ details

i obtained; how Ondari secures an office
{ within the FLB to use in winning the
i confidence of his targets that he is indeed
part of the staff; where Ondari prints the

™ poikewva o

;'."ﬁl B Karyn

DETECTIVES TIGHTEN THE NOOSE ON
A SERIAL FELON

A man who has been personating

a Firearms Licensing Board (FLB)
officer is cooling his heels at Muthaiga
Police Station after tha Transnational
Organized Crime detectives busted
him in possession of assorted fake FLB
documents and

fake firearm certificates and 1D cards;
where and how he procures the firearms
and ammunition and the possibility of there
being another syndicate operating in similar
crimes.Patently, the courts may be dealing
with one of the globes dreadful organized
crimes that may be slowly creeping to
the surface after a powerful plunge from
the underworld.As manhunt for Ondari’s
accomplices continues, it is the hope of
the Directorate and the prayer of Kenyan
citizens that somehow, one day Kenya will
wake up a crime free state where one and all
act in absolute conformity to the rule of law.
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Honouring our
departed heroes
and heroines

The DCI Director Mr. Mohamed Amin eulogises the late Constable Bonface Muganda former DCI's The DCI Director Mohamed Amin, eulogises the late Mr Stephen Kiptanui.
creative designer. PHOTO/JONAH KIMANI PHOTO / EDWIN KIPKORIR



A Toyota Probox ferrying
miraa captured along
Meru-Nairobi route.

MIRAA MENACE

PHOTO/DAVID NYAGA

A herb above the law?!

By Inspector Jonah Kimani

he dare-devils behind the wheels :

of the pick-up trucks and station
wagons plying the Meru- Embu-
Nairobi and Nanyuki-Nairobi

highways live their lives on the fast lane
-~ literally. They are considered some of :
the most notorious and reckless drivers

on Kenyan roads. To this group of road

users, getting the drug to the market on

time is more important than traffic laws.”

A set of journalists working in one of
the country’s
would not describe Miraa (Khat) drivers

otherwise in their prime news feature, “A
day on the ‘fast lane’ with miraa drivers” -

leading media houses :

published on February 2021. Indeed, the
speed, spin and guts exhibited by miraa and

¢ muguka (a lucrative variety of Khat grown in

Mbeere region of Embu County) transporters
are perhaps out of this world to some, but
to most, a display of lawlessness, arrogance
and nuisance. Time and again, police have
launched crackdowns and impounded
dozens of their vehicles on grounds of
violating traffic rules, but these have been

© met with vehement slams from the operators

decrying foul play. In the end, motorists and
other road users who frequent the routes
have had to live with the powerful ritual of
breakneck speeds and dangerous overtaking,
which has turned into a dreadful blood-

sucker that beckons lives often. Those who
have lost their loved ones to road carnages
associated with the transportation, theirs
is a story of a venomous green leaf whose
wheels tread along the valley of the shadow
of death. The DCI magazine tours the Nairobi
- Embu route in the early morning of March
15, 2023 and is on time to catch the view of
the oncoming terror whirling dust that chases
fast behind Mugukaferrying Probox cars. The
drivers display rare and equally dangerous
manoeuvres as they step on the accelerator,
their cheeks swollen with the green leaves as
they gesture other motorists to pave way. And
guts they have, that at one point in 2018 they
forced the motorcade of the then Inspector
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General of Police Mr Joseph Boinnet out of
the tarmac, as they sped fast headlights on
defying every single traffic rule in the book.
Irked by the impunity, the 1G had ordered

that the vehicles be impounded for violating :
traffic laws. The directive which saw several ;

loaded vans impounded along the highways
was disastrous to miraa and muguka traders,
who cried foul with the produce worth
millions going to waste as it was exposed (o
the sun. But while the drivers’ antics may
evoke ecstasy in someone watching from
a safe distance, these vehicles have left
misery and shattered lives in their wake, with
numerous families losing their loved ones
while survivors sustain crippling disabilities.
The answer (o why miraa and muguka
transportation is the greatest nightmare
for traffic officers on the roads remains an
enigma, despite the frequent seemingly
painstaking measures by police commands
and Government officers to tame the menace.
A 2021 feature story by Nation Media Group

journalists who sought to establish why :
the drivers were always in a rush indicated :
that one vehicle carried miraa worth about :

Sh2.5 million, while a lorry carried produce
worth Sh5 million. Optimally, up to 60
vehicles moved the miraa on any given day,
translating to about Sh150 million daily.
Cumulatively, the miraa industry was worth
up to Sh40 billion annually at the time, and
hence the rush. In the feature, however, the
worth of lives lost in the rush to save billions
was not explored, and for the simple reason:
nothing is worth a human life. Such headache
is caused by the stubborn drivers that even
the Meru county government has repeatedly
forwarded motions to curtail the deeply
rooted trend. The lamentations caused by the
numbers nursing wounds at the Meru Level
V' Hospital, orphaned children and bereaved

families seeking justice for their loved ones

are untold. Sad still is the nauseating belief
that besides flouting rules and Killing
in the process, the Meru Miraa
Drivers Association considers its
drivers as ‘the most sKilled’.

As The DCI team settles at

a strategic place along the
Makutano-Mwea road and

starts documenting the
impunity on the wheels,
information moves fast

and the subsequent Toyota

probox and Succeed cars
ferrying Muguka turn off their
headlights, cease honking and
drastically ease some pressure

Cumulatively,
the Miraa and
Muguka industry
was worth up to

annually at the
time, and
hence the rush

no competition for
the drug. “We are
always in fear. Our
children cannot go
to school without
being escorted by a
senior, especially if
they have to cross
the road. We opt to
take them to schools
which we do not
necessarily prefer as |
long as they won’t
have (o cross the -
road”, a mother who
operates a general
shop said.
According to the
woman, the drivers’
impunity is caused
by lack of detectors
along the route.
She argued that the
impunity wasn’t
as bad along the
Kenol-Nairobi road,
due to presence of
the CCTV cameras
along the highway.
She  said, “They
do not mind about
police road blocks
along this route. As
they get (o Nairobi
they start behaving,
same as they do in their native lands around
Kiritiri. They care for people in their area
but not us. An elderly man who happened
to have worked in the industry said that the
vehicles were modified and customized with
powerful suspensions in that no rubbles
nor bumps affected their speed. Moreover,
they were comprehensively insured hence
accidents were no much worry
to them. “Money flows in
this trade...a lot of money.
After several months
or trips, a new car is
purchased and the
older one sold out.
The worth of the

Collectively; Miraa ferrying vehicles capture at Makutano
along Meru-Nairobi route. PHOTO/DAVID NYAGA

— product ferried
Sh 40 Billion in a single trip is
almost enough

to purchase a
new vehicle,” he
said. In his view,
only the government
could save the day, and

from the accelerator. Business
operators at Makutano market pause

their activities whenever the vehicles come
racing fast off the road just next to their stalls,
leaving behind a thick cloud of dust, chocking
customers and several rolling mangoes. Much
as it is a daily routine for as long as they can
remember, every day is a whole new worry.
A number of interviewees who sought
anonymity citing fear of the well-connected
transporters said they always wondered
why there was so much hurry yet there was
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“ expressed optimism in
the leadership of the current
Cabinet Secretary for Interior and
Administration of National Government Prof.
Kithure Kindiki. It is the hope of citizens
operating businesses along or plying the
outes of Meru-Embu-Nairobi and Nanyuki
Nairobi highways that one day their greatest
nightmares and horrendous scenes will be
resolved and order restored.




Pictorial Presentation of EAPCCO Games

2023-Rwanda. PHOTO/DOMINIC MWANGI
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By Constable Edwin Kipkorir

he 800m Commonwealth
Champions Mary Moraa and Wycliff
Kinyamal led the gold harvest for
the National Police Service in the
recently concluded Fast Africa Police Chiefs
Cooperation Organisation (EAPPCO) games
to claim the second spot after the host
Rwanda.The Kenyan team bagged a total
of 100 medals including 38 gold medals, 32
silver medals and 30 bronze medals in the
highly contested quest for the top spot in
the Horn of Africa.The week-long e
post Covid tournament Kicked off
on March 21, 2023, attracting
over 1,250 participants
in 13 sports disciplines
from 8 EAPPCO
member countries
that comprised of Kenya,
Rwanda, Tanzania, Burundi, 4
Uganda, Sudan, South /£g
Sudan and Ethiopia who @&
were making their debut j
in these annual games.
Rwanda shouldered
the privilege to host
the 4th edition of the
FAPPCO games with
the maiden editions
held in Uganda in
2017, Tanzania in 2018

EAPCCO GAMES

NPS.shines in

EAPCCO GAMES 2023-RWARDA

and Kenya in 2019 before being disrupted by
the Covid pandemic.
Led by the Chief of INTERPOI National

Central Bureau Mr Barasa Saiya, the team

arrived in Kigali in style. With their immense
talents and in their signature red and black
Kits, the team could not resist dancing to
their traditional Isikuti tune that set them
unique from the other countries during the
official opening ceremony at Kigali
¥ Pele Stadium.

The weather was conducive for the
showdown and it , was game on after

_ the whistle Q'blo\\‘by Rwanda’s
- Minister of

Interior, Hon.
Alfred Gasana, who
officially opened the games.Bearing the
Kenyan colours, the players were let loose
to hunt for medals in the land of a thousand
hills threatening in 10 sports disciplines that

= (00K place in in 20 different grounds in the

glittering City of Kigali, including the well
re-known BK Arena.

The team reaffirmed their world
dominance in athletics comfortably
controlling the medal standing in the
discipline by gathering 31 gold medals, 10
silver medals and 13 bronze medals.The
locals of Bugesera District were brought to
a standstill as they witnessed international

e . —

athletes takeover
the show a (
Bugesera Stadium
where  track events
were taking place. T h e

800m Women
Commonwealth
Champion, Mary Moraa displayed a

stunning gasp attacks in both the 400m and
the 800m women (o bag gold in the two
events in the most comfortable fashions.
Also flying the Kenyan flag high was the
800m Commonwealth Champion Wycliffe
Kinyamal whose strides were unmatched
in the 400m and 800m men category as
he added to the gold medals. 1500m Africa
Champion Abel Kipsang left many perplexed
in his unbelievable fashion to win gold. His
dominance began right at the starting line
as he took off and not to be seen again. Ilis
unique running physique identified him
from the rest. The locals could be heard
mumbling in low tones saying, “He will get
tired” but the more the race progressed the

i more he increased his pace and by the time

he was crossing the finishing line, the African
Champion had established a clear 100m lead
from his fellow countryman who claimed
silver.Kenya’s fastest woman, pocket rocket
Maximillah Imali opened her wings as she
flew past the finish line to win both the
100m and the 200m women races. The triple
jump King in Kenya, Isaac Kirwa showed
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his prowess with his long legs as he jumped
a record setting distance for the EAPPCO
games. Kirwa left nothing to be contested for
as he bagged golds in both the Long jump and
the Triple jump with his first few attempts.It
was all Kenya in Bugesera Stadium as every
Kenyan lined up in the events equalled a
medal. Edwin Bett won the men’s 10,000m
as his colleague Joseph Kiptum sprinted to
a thrilling finish to deny Uganda’s Chebet
Abel a second place podium.Martha Musai
and Damacline Nyakiruri took gold and
silver respectively following a dazzling
performance in Javelin. Duncan Kinyanjui
sealed the Javelin gold sweep for Kenya.A
thrilling relay of the men 4 by 400m and 4
by 100m women electrified the stadium

The Kenyan team
bagged a total
of 100 medals

to mark the end of athletics at Bugesera
Stadium. Wrycliffe Kinyamal, Emmanuel
Mutua, William Ryan and Brian Tinega
sprinted to a spirited gold medal in the 4
by 400m men. Maximillah Imali, Kadogo,
Millicent and Monicah Safania lined up in the
women 4 by 100m women. Clinical changes
of the relay button handed the Kenya girls a
significant lead. Monicah Safania negotiated
the final corner as she sprinted away from
the rest before handing over the button
to Maximillah Imali who brought victory
home igniting songs and dances among the
Kenyans and cementing a first place finish
in athletics.The General Servise
Unit volleyball team took a painful '
second place after losing to Rwanda
in the final game by three sets to one in
a gripping 25-22, 21-25, 25-23 and 25-22
loss. The service men had silenced the
home crowd who had filled the famous
BK Arena in what would be termed as
an enemy territory for Coach Gideon
Tarus’ men. The team had however
threatened the local fans after
winning against Burundi by three sets

to one in quick successions to set the .
stage for the finals against Rwanda.

The DCI Volleyball Queens redeemed

our men by thrashing Rwanda Police

in a highly contested five set match. The
Queens edged out the home team in the final
set with clinical strikes from right attacker
Marion Indeche linking up with setter Jane
Mumbua to win the set by 15 to 8.

The Belinda Okoth won gold for Kenya in
pistol category of the shooting competitions
that were organised at Bugesera Shooting
Range. The Kenyan team came second after

the hosts Rwanda by gathering 1 gold, 6 silver

and 5 bronze medals.The General Service
Unit Handball team settled for second place
silver after beating Uganda 36-25 and losing
to Rwanda by 34-29 at the BK Arena in Kigali.
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The Kenyan dart team took to stage in a
highly challenged quest for gold battling it out
with Uganda in the final game. The team was
narrowly edged out to a second spot winning
12 silver medals and 2 bronze medals.Karate
team managed 3 golds, 1 silver and 8 bronze
medals while the Taekwondo team bagged
4 silver and 5 bronze medals to seal Kenya’s
medal harvest.Despite shining in the medal
standing, the Kenyan team displayed high
level of sport enthusiasm that uniquely
shocked the other member countries.

Commonly known as the “Zangalewa” ,
the group of four Kenyans left a mark in
Kigali as they entertained the masses in rare
dances and songs while showing support to
the Kenyan team. Having battled it out at
the fields, the 8 member countries came
together to close the 4th Edition of the
FAPPCO games in a colourful occasion
presided by the Rwanda Minister
of “ Interior, Hon. Alfred Gasana. The
f theme of the edition, “Fostering
. Police cooperation in fighting
transnational organized crimes
through sports,” having been clearly
emphasised throughout the games.
The EAPPCO games have proved
to be instrumental in promoting
police cooperation in fighting
transnational organized
crime, and enhancing
community policing among
police organisations by
sharing the best practices
and experiences.

Speaking during the closing
ceremony, Hon. Gasana
urged the member countries
to take up the connections
born from interacting on and
> off the field and building
them to foster cooperation
between the countries in the
fight against transnational

organised crime.

Commonwealth Champion
Mary Moraa lead the way
during the 800m women'’s
race at the EAPCCO Games
2023 in Rwanda.
PHOTO/JONAH KIMANI

Martha Musai makes
her third attempt in the
Javelin throw at the
EAPCCO Games 2023
in Rwanda. PHOTO/
DOMINIC MWANGI

Issack Kirwa takes flight to
jump the longest in the Men

N
long jump at the EAPCCO e
Games 2023 in Rwanda. o S
PHOTO/ EDWIN KIPKORIR ”:_‘:'f_, g F,:%.-E__d i



at the Kasarani Indoor Arena. The three-day event was a culmination of the 2021/2022 volleyball season that brought together the top four

women teams in the country who would battle it out for the top position. For a third consecutive time, the teams remained unchanged. The

Kenya Prisons volleyball team were up to defend their title but would face a stiff rivalry from the African champions Kenya Commercial
Bank, Kenya Pipeline and the fast rising DCI Queens. The four teams assembled at the Kasarani Indoor Arena having qualified through the regular
season.

' I ‘he DClvolleyball Queens displayed a mouth-watering climax during the playoffs of the 2021/2022 National Women’s L.eague Championship



The DCI Queens celebrate after scoring a point against Kenya
Prisons at Kasarani Indoor Arena on January 23, 2023.
PHOTO/ EDWIN KIPKORIR

-Mercy Iminza rises high to strike the ball in the match against
Kenya Pipeline at Kasarani Indoor Arena on January 22, 2023.
E PHOTO/ EDWIN KIPKORIR

Left attacker Sarah Namisi swings high to strike the ball during
their match against KCB at Kasarani Indoor Arena on January
21, 2023. PHOTO/ EDWIN KIPKORIR

- _ mm

DCl's attacker Jemimah Siangu strikes the ball during their
match against Kenya PrisonsKasarani Indoor Arena on January
23, 2023. PHOTO/ EDWIN KIPKORIR

The DCI Queens led by head coach Daniel
Bor promised nothing but immense
fireworks eying for the top position. The
four-time Mwalimu Julius Nyerere cup and
two-time EAPPCO champions were ready
to leave everything on the stage. Fresh from

i Kiganjo, the DCI Queens lined up against the

African Champions Kenya Commercial Bank
(KCB) in their first quest for the throne. Jane
Mumbua captained the side who took up
the stage in the most fashioned way of song
and dance, dressed in their signature red and
white costumes.

The Queens lost in their opening set by 25-18
in what was an epic battle at the net.

However, tactical changes by
coach Bor sending 6ft Mercy
Iminza to the right attack

saw the queens pulling

off the magic to take

the second set by 25

21. Iminza linked

up with  setter

Jane Mumbua
beautifully

attacking the

bankers’ side =
with little I n
resistance. The

Queens who had
taken the stage with
fewest of supporters

The Queens
retained their
fourth position
the National

League

counterparts and the defending champions,
Kenya Prisons in what most described as
an exchange of friendly fire. Both the two
teams had lost their initial games and would
battle for bronze as KCB and Kenya Pipeline
scheduled to rival for the top seat later that
evening. The DCI Queens took an early lead
in the first set and comfortably clanged to it
(o win the first set by 25-18. It was a moment
for DCI’s libero Penina Barasa to shine as she
dissolved every threat from the opponent’s
side.

As if awakened from sleep, the Prison
Wardens came alive in the second

set with four of their players

from the Kenya National

\Womens Volleyball

team picking up
momentum.
However they were
neutralised with a
roller-coaster of
point exchange
speared by
attacker
Jemimah
Siangu. It was

vet another
seesaw of score
exchange until

the \Wardens
height advantage

were now moving the
undecided fans to their
corner.

The third set seemed like a
seesaw but KCB proved more

effective by winning the set 25-23 in
what the fans voiced as controversial. Scores
and points were interchanged beautifully

. between the teams but the bankers had the

last laugh.

It was a different narrative in the fourth set.
Daniel Bor’s girls changed their landscape
and soldiered up with an incredible team
effort against the Bankers. Left attacker
Sarah Namisi became alive. In her favourite
jersey no. 15, Sarah unleashed a volley of
attacks from the left side of the net setting
confusion on the Bankers side. Blocker Peris
Chemutai displayed significant defence
towards the end of the set. A winning block
from Caroline Sirengo edged out the Bankers
in the fourth set by 25-23 forcing a fifth set
decider. A couple of tactical changes from
KCB saw the Bankers win the set narrowly by
15-13. A big round of applause was made for
the sleuths after the final whistle by a huge
crowed who had now gathered to their side.
In their second game, the DCI Queens faced
off with the favourites Kenya Pipeline. It was
a hard game for the Queens as they put on a
spirited fight but tumbled by three sets to nil
in25-19,25-20 and 25-19 setback. Despite the
team loosing, attacker Sarah Namisi left the
stage with her presence felt. She entertained
the fans with masterclass attacks wowing
even the opponent fans. The stage was set
for the third and final fixture against the

edge out DCI
Queens by 30-28.
A good team work

display by the sleuths

saw them win the third set

convincingly by 25-20. The set was

however a coach masterclass when the girls

gave away a five-point lead forcing coach

Bor to call a timeout. It was a thunderous
remainder of the set after the tip from Bor.

A couple of tactical changes saw Prisons stay
alive in the reminder set plus a decider to go
home with bronze in what was a pulsating
encounter. The Queens retained their fourth
position in the National League but promise to
be a title contender in the 2022/2023 season
set to begin in February 2023. Kenya Pipeline
edged out KCB to claim the championship by
three sets (o one. In the most fashioned way,
attacker Sarah Namisi was feted with the best
attacker award after starring in the three days
fixtures. The 21 year-old eyes the National
team call up after the strong display at the
Kasarani Indoor Arena. “I am hoping to get
a call up to the national team and this would
be a fantasy for me. The best attacker’s award
is recognition of the hard work but 1 also
hope it will be the beginning of better things
(o come,” said Namisi after the last playoff
game. On his side, coach Daniel Bor believes
DCI is the team to watch come next season.
“The girls did their best but I believe there is
still more showdown in the coming season.
\We shall be aiming for the top spot and we
believe it is achievable,” lauded the coach.



